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1. Henceforth referred to simply as "the Sangha", according to Theravada custom.
2. David K. Wyatt, Thailand : A Short History (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1984), 217
3. King Mongkut criticized traditional teachings that evoke images of hell and heaven "as if
threatening with hell, luring with heaven."
4. He was perhaps the first Thai to initiate the birthday party (for himself), reasoning that
longevity is one of the "highest gains." To celebrate the birth of one of his sons, the blessing
he gave was only for worldly happiness, departing from the tradition practiced by his
predecessors.
5. Concerning those who attain nibbana, he once mentioned that "there is no person like that
nowadays. "
6. Prince Wachirayan's sect, Thammayutika Nikaya, played a significant role in promoting this
orthodoxy throughout the country. Though Phra Ajarn Man Phurithatto and his disciples belong to
this sect, their meditative style of practice and emphasis on the realization of nibbana, had no

influence on the official orthodoxy propagated from Bangkok. They were mainly on the periphery



of the Sangha and, oftentimes, were criticized and threatened by the hierarchy of their own
sect. Despite being respected by the hierarchy later, their popularity among people was used,
both by the monastic and state hierarchies, to promote Sangha consolidation and national
integration in remote areas, especially in the northeast where they were based. See J.L.Taylor,
Forest Monks and the Nation—State (Singapore: ISEAS, 1993).

7. Concerning the conflict between the local monks and monks representing the Bangkok hierarchy,
and how the former were later subjugated and domesticated, see Kamala Tiyavanich, Forest
Recollections (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1997).

8. Yoneo Ishii, Sangha. State and Society (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1986), 94.

9. A similar process has occurred in recent decades with sects like the Dhammakaya movement and
capitalism.

10. Srisuporn Chuangsakun, Kwam Plian Plan kong Kana Song: Suksa Karanee Thammayutika Nikaya
[The Change in the Sangha:Case Study of Thammayutika Sect]| (Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University,
1986) .

11. Suwanna Sathaanan, Puttatham in Rat Thai [Buddhism in the Thai State]| (Bangkok: Thai Khadi
Institute, 1986).

12. The Thai word saksit is derived by combining sakdi (status) and siddhi (power), both of
which are more Hindu in meaning and origin than Buddhist. The definition of "the sacred" given
here is purposefully as broad as possible and attempts to span the entire spectrum of what
people take to be sacred, some of which are discussed below. This definition also includes
nibbana as understood in the Pali Suttas. At this point, we need not distinguish clearly between
the truly sacred and its sublimations and perversions (as understood by Buddhism) .

13. Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, Putthasat kap Sayasat [Buddhism and Superstition]| publisher and date not
given.
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