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A Silhouette of Shan Dao Temple’s Volunteers Hiking.
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Mahavira Vihara’s Children Wisdom-Merit Summer Camp

KBEFHEEEGEH S o Group photo at Shi Fan Vihara.

Bl i B #E MY - Group photo after opening ceremony.
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Ven. Ru Chen and devotees at Shi Fan Vihara. Visiting Chen Mei Cultural Park.

Ven. Ru Chen (right 1), president of New Taipei City Buddhist
Association, encouraging the children to exert teamwork spirit.
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A Silhouette of Century-old Chao Yin Temple at GuanXi, Hsinchu.
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Gold-colored Bronze Guang Ying Bodhisattva with Skanda and Samgharama Bodhisttvas as well as the four deva-kings of

the four quarters.
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' Ven. Wu Chan presiding
. over the offering ceremony
i in front of Myanma jade
Buddhist statue during
the first Triple Altar
Ordination at the temple
in 2018.
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The first Thai-styled Buddhist temple in Taiwan inaugurated on the 5™ of March 1993.
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Ven. Wu Chan (middle) with his disciples Ven. Xin Chuan (left)
and Ven. Xin Guang (right).
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To promote the true meaning of Mahayana Buddha dharma.
To guide modern human minds to right thought.
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The Essence of Buddha Dharma Lies in Practice
— A Talk at Wuchan Buddhist College in December, 1923

By Master Tai Xu

We Buddhists should know that all teachings of the Tripitaka or
twelve divisions of Buddha dharma are the methods to teach people
to initiate practice. If there is only understanding of doctrine but no
practice, it is a breach of the Buddha’s intention, and therefore not
following the Buddha. As to the emergence of different schools in later
age, the difference is only the method of practice. Therefore, when
talking on the essentials of Buddha’s vehicles in Guangzhou, I once
classified Mahayana into four schools: school of teaching, school of
doctrine, school of practice, and school of fruition. Although there is
the division of teaching, doctrine, practice, and fruition, they are all the
door to initiate practice. It is just because of this, the different schools of
Buddhism are just like ten thousands of river flowing into the ocean. We
should promote them all, and shouldn’t bias anyone.

Nevertheless, nowadays Buddhist should generate bodhicitta
(enlightened mind) first, and then practice bodhisattva deeds. The
practice of bodhisattva deeds with bodhicitta is not a search for realizing
the fruition but will realize the fruition automatically. Therefore, the
Avatamsaka Siitra says that since following Bodhisattva Majusri’s
advice to travel southward, Sudhana always says, “I have already

generated the mind of Annutara-samyak-sambodhi or unexcelled
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complete enlightenment, but I still don’t know how a bodhisattva should
practice the bodhisattva deeds. I sincerely hope that you, the virtuous
one, can teach me and advice me.”

The bodhisattva deeds are in fact numberless. The Buddha
observes the mental capacity of living beings to open 84,000 dharma
doors with the view to let them, following their wish, to have faith
in and understand Buddha dharma in order to initiate practice for the
achievement of wondrous fruition. In Tang Dynasty of China, different
schools flourished, and tended to practice and fruition. After Tang
Dynasty, all teaching schools declined, only the Chan School exists
incessantly. In recent days, Buddha dharma flourished again, and
all teaching schools were restored. In particular, the Esoteric School
disappeared and reappeared; its practice was based on the fruition, more
direct than the Exoteric Schools. I hope that those who have generated
the bodhicitta can base on their capacity to practice. If one practices the
esoteric teaching, it is also a wonderful method to reach the destination

first. (Excerpt from issue 1 of volume 5.)
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The Practice of Giving
Based on Love, Compassion, Joy, and Equanimity

By Master Da Xion

The doctrine of “for others” principle is built on the concept of
the ultimate benevolence, i.e., “Love can give happiness to others,
and compassion can liberate others from sufferings.” “Do no harm
to others.” But, how to put it into real action? It starts from love and
compassion to activate joy and equanimity, then develop the action of
giving from joy and equanimity.

When we talk about the movement of giving, it is the most worthy
of description in the history of Sakyamuni Buddha’s teaching. Man is
the only one endowed with intelligence among all living beings. What
man differs from other animals is that man has the highest intelligence
and richest affection.

However, there is one thing very strange: Selfishness is man’s
habit since beginningless past, in other words, inherent flaw. Man
has been evolving until today. Man’s various virtues are already
available, only the inherent flaw of selfishness hasn’t been destructed
by any means. The founder of Buddhism saw this flaw clearly over 25
centuries and decades ago. As a consequence, he invented the unselfish
theory of “no man’s form, no my form, no sentient beings’ form, and no
longevity’s form” on one hand, and promoted actively the movement of

“giving” on other hand! (Excerpt from issue 1 of volume 28.)
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Mental Karma Is the Key
of the Causal Three Karmas

By Master Liao Chung

Why do we talk about this life, not future life? Why sometimes
our life’s road is easy to walk, but sometimes not? It is because that our
life is influenced by the bodily karma, verbal karma, and mental karma
we made.

Karma can be divided by the past, the present, and the future
in terms of time; the moral karma is called wholesome, the immoral
unwholesome, and the neither wholesome nor unwholesome in terms
of ethic. These wholesome and unwholesome karmas decide a person’s
future.

Among the three karmas, Buddhism stresses the mental karma
in particular. In Buddhism, many precepts were set down to prevent
us from making unwholesome karma carelessly. Some people say
that Buddhist precepts have no loophole, not like the common
people often use the legal loophole. If a Buddhist uses the preceptual
loophole, he/she is not a true Buddhist because Buddhists stress mental
karma in particular. Why does a Buddhist have to receive precepts?
It is because that he/she has the intention towards wholesomeness.
Therefore, precepts were stipulated to help him/her to avoid committing
unwholesome karma. If one has no intention towards wholesomeness,
even the strictest precept is useless. (Excerpt from issue 9 of volume
77.)
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