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Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum
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Highlight of “Walking with the Buddha — Discovering the Natal Landscape of the Buddha” International Academic Workshop

QIR Priscilla Wong and Stacey Weng from BBEP (Australia)
OF:ERIE / #HAEEFSEAR Buddha Museum International Affairs Team
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As an essential part of the Buddha’s Birthday
celebrations, the Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum co-
curated “Walking with the Buddha—Discovering the Natal
Landscape of the Buddha” exhibition and international
academic workshop with the Oriental Museum, Durham
University, UK, that opened on 12 May, 2018. Over
200 scholars, archaeologists and delegates from around
the world such as the United States, UK, Australia,
the Philippines, and Nepal met to unveil exciting new
findings, provide the public with a glimpse into their
behind-the-scenes work, and to discuss the pertinent issues
of preservation and sustainability at world heritage sites.

“Strengthening the Conservation and Management
of Lumbini, the Birthplace of Lord Buddha” Project
headed by Professor Coningham, UNESCO Chair on
Archaeological Ethics and Practice in Cultural Heritage,

and the Department of Archaeology, Durham University,




Venerable Ru Chang, Director
of the Buddha Museum

UK, and Mr. Kosh Prasad Acharya, Co-Director,
UNESCO/JFIT Excavations and former Director-
General of Archaeology, Government of Nepal, began in
January 2011, and have brought together archaeologists
and specialists from Nepal and the UK to study sacred
sites of the Buddha’s childhood including Lumbini
and Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu. At the opening ceremony,
Professor Robin Coningham described that unveiling
their findings in front of the world with a workshop and
exhibiting at the Buddha Museum is like the realization
of a “dream.” Remarkable new findings presented include
the use of modern technology to create an accurate urban
map of Tilaurakot-Kapilavastu, and the identification of
the Maya Devi Temple, the earliest shrine at the site of the
Buddha’s birthplace.

At the closing ceremony, the Director of the Buddha
Museum, Venerable Ru Chang, noted that the Buddha
Museum opened in 2011 - the same year that Professor
Coningham began his landmark project. Shortly after,
discussions with the Heritage Association culminated
in a series of exhibitions over five consecutive years.

Professor Coningham with event staff of Fo Guang Shan

These Buddhist exhibitions covered a range of important
historical periods and were instrumental in establishing
the Buddha Museum as an international museum. The
Director had always sought to bring the Buddha Museum
back to its roots, and so was most pleased to meet with
the team that worked directly at the Buddha's birthplace.
Working together with Professor Coningham's team on
this project completed the pieces of the historical jigsaw.
A gap in time and space spanning 2,600 years has now
been bridged between the Buddha Museum as a center
of modern pilgrimage and the Buddha’s natal landscape.
From Nepal to Durham University, and from Durham
University to UNESCO, the aim is to continue the
remarkable journey of “Walking with the Buddha.” Mr.
Acharya echoed that continuing the collaboration with the
Buddha Museum would be much appreciated.

e The “Walking with the Buddha-Discovering the Natal
Landscape of the Buddha” exhibition will be open until the 30th
September 2018. Visit the Buddha Museum and enjoy ancient
and modern artworks, 3D reconstructions, Time-lapse video

and timelines of these remarkable excavations and discoveries.

Buddha Museum International Affairs Team
Tel: +886-7-656-3033 ext.4137

Email: fgsbmc-intl@ecp.fgs.org.tw

URL: www.fgsbmc.org.tw/en
Newsletter: https://goo.gl/726Yo9

Facebook: fb.me/fgsbuddhamuseum
Twitter: twitter.com/fgsbuddhamuseum
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