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Recreating the Past - Atlas of Maritime Buddhism

OEN$%EN:E, /#EEEIRS#A Buddha Museum International Affairs Team
OB/ #EE#REEHE Buddha Museum Editorial Team, Deccan Chronicle

OXE %,/ Deccan Chronicle

Venue of the new installation - Life of the Buddha Museum
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In the fields of digital heritage, digital humanities and
big data visualisation, Sarah Kenderdine is considered as
a pioneer. An award-winning maritime archaeologist who
works as Adjunct Professor of Art & Design at University
of New South Wales, she is known for her innovative works
that preserve history. She is currently in India working on the
upcoming Atlas of Maritime Buddhism. “We are working in
12 countries (from India to China through SE Asia and across
the South China sea to Japan and Korea) and 100s of sites
to create the Atlas of Maritime Buddhism,” says Sarah. These
images will be augmented with a series of photogrammetric
models of important Buddhist iconography from statues and

artifacts.”

A significant project, the exhibition will tour to prominent
museums across the globe. A permanent installation will be
set up at the Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum in Taiwan,
which gets about 10 million visitors a year. “In India, it will
be located at many significant sites (some quite difficult to
access), mostly related to maritime of Buddhism. Some of
these sites are inland; some of them are old university sites
like Nalanda, a World Heritage site, and also a place visited
by many monks from far-away China. We also include places
such as Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh; Junnar caves, Pune district;
Pitalkora caves and Ajanta caves; Aurangabad district etc.

She says her projects are a conjunction of research ideas
and opportunities that exist to bring these ideas to the
world. It is, then, presented to the world through a suitable
mode of narration. This helps us choose technologies of data
capture such as the 360-3D photography we are currently
undertaking in India for the Atlas of Maritime Buddhism.
The Atlas is an enormous project and it’s important to realize
that there is always more to do, but we must bring the project
together in a timely way so it can go out in the world,” she

says.
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Sarah Kenderdine

Buddha Museum International Affairs Team
Tel: +886-7-656-3033 ext.4137
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