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Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum
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Exploration of Buddhist Texts: Traditional Methods in a Digital World

OX /58 - BFHE3% Dr Lewis Lancaster OB/ #8E#E= Buddha Museum Editorial Team
OXIE /HEEEZ#E Buddha Museum International Affairs Team
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The Opening Ceremony of Timeless Dharma Treasures Reappearing was held at the Great Enlightenment Auditorium
of the Buddha Museum on the 9th of August. Dr Lewis Lancaster, Professor Emeritus of the University of California,
Berkeley, was invited to give a keynote speech on the Exploration of Buddhist Texts: Traditional Methods in a Digital
World. Dr Lancaster is not only the forerunner of Buddhist Canon digitalization, he is also the founder of Electronic
Cultural Atlas Initiative (ECAI).
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Theikeynote speecfiheld at the Great EnlightepmentAuditorium



According to the Dr Lancaster, the research of the Buddhist canons reflects the computer developments and social
issues brought about by digital technology. People are challenged to find out the best use of the collected content as
well as applications of it. What readers receive is based on the search words and the functionality of the search engine.
This large collection of texts requires some form of study that recognizes the “glue” or the “thread” that bind the ideas
between the texts in order to present the completeness of a “text”. A significant part of the “glue” or the “thread” is the

social and cultural features of history and human encounter with others.

Another project of Dr Lancaster is the Atlas of Maritime Buddhism, supported by his partners Sarah Kenderdine from
the Polytechnic Institute in Lausanne and Jeffrey Shaw from City University of Hong Kong. Together they constructed
virtual reality based on the Atlas with 3-D images at nearly 70 sites. An installation and exhibition of the Atlas will be
starting in April 2020 at the Buddha Museum to present a new look at Buddhist history.

Buddha Museum International Affairs Team
Tel: +886-7-656-3033 ext.4137 URL: www.fgsbmc.org.tw/en Facebook: fb.me/fgsbuddhamuseum

Email: fgsbmc-intl@ecp.fgs.org.cw Newsletter: foguangpedia.org/?p=85 Twitter: twitter.com/fgsbuddhamuseum
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This year’s annual FoGuang Shan MonasticArt
Exhibition received a record high of 476 submissions
from a total of 179 participants. The panel ofjudges
wereasked to select the top three works from each
category as well as awards for quality works and
honorable mentions. A total of 224 artworks are
displayed at this year’s art exhibition. From the high
enthusiasm shown in entry submissions, it can be
said that the FoGuang Shan monasticshave grown in
creativity and are more confident in artistic expression.
This is, indeed, a happy event for us.

Other than the record-breaking number of entries and
item of works submitted, the panel of judges reached a
uniform consensus that thequality of art, usage of media,
and technique have all exceeded past standards. The
artwork which won the highest honor in the drawing
category, "The Buddha’s Enlightenment," received very
high accolades from the board members. One of the
judges acclaimed it as the best Buddhist drawing he has
ever seen. The board members were also deeply moved
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Harmony is Beauty — ‘vf
2019 FGS.I\"IQ.\'nasl:lc15 i3

by "The Great Treasures Collection Sutra," the highest
winner in the calligraphy category, where every character
was carefully and neatly written that one is able to
observe the artist’sreverence and spiritual life from each
stroke. These praise all serve to encourage and provide
recognition to the artists. I would like to extend my
appreciation to the board members on the judging panel
for all their cherishment and support on the principle
initiated by Venerable Master Hsing Yun: Propagating
Dharma through Culture.

In the words of Venerable Master, harmony is the most
beautiful thing in the world. FoGuang Shan is Buddha's
Pure Land on Earth created by the effort of lay and
monastic practitioners. Therefore, "Harmony is Beauty"
is also FoGuang Shan’s beauty. We welcome all of you to
visit the exhibition!

FEHA  BIH#EZE2019/9/29 B HLILRE Bt SE e e % ¢ +886-7-656-1921181430
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