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The Buddhist Attitude Towards Nature

O3 Taken from “The Buddhist Attitude Towards Nature”, by Lily de Silva.

Access to Insight (BCBS Edition), 30 November 2013,
http://www.accesstoinsight.org/lib/authors/desilva/attitude.html
OB/ #be#d=8E Buddha Museum
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The Cakkavattisihanada Sutta of the Digha Nikaya
predicts the future course of events when human morals
undergo further degeneration. Gradually man's health
will deteriorate so much that life expectancy will diminish
until at last the average human life-span is reduced to

ten years and marriageable age to five years. At that time

“Every tree and flower has a purpose. Every mountain
and stream has a place. Every occasion has a reason. Every
cause has an effect.” - By Venerable Master Hsing Yun

all delicacies such as ghee, butter, honey, etc. will have
disappeared from the carth; what is considered the poorest
coarse food today will become a delicacy of that day. Thus
Buddhism maintains that there is a close link between

man's morals and the natural resources available to him.

The commentary on the Cakkavattisihanada Sutta goes
on to explain the pattern of mutual interaction further.
When mankind is demoralized through greed, famine is
the natural outcome; when moral degeneration is due to
ignorance, epidemic is the inevitable result; when hatred is
the demoralizing force, widespread violence is the ultimate
outcome. If and when mankind realizes that large-
scale devastation has taken place as a result of his moral
degeneration, a change of heart takes place among the few
surviving human beings. With gradual moral regeneration
conditions improve through a long period of cause
and effect and mankind again starts to enjoy gradually

increasing prosperity and longer life.

The world, including nature and mankind, stands or
falls with the type of moral force at work. If immorality
grips society, man and nature deteriorate; if morality
reigns, the quality of human life and nature improves.
Thus greed, hatred, and delusion produce pollution
within and without. Generosity, compassion, and wisdom
produce purity within and without. This is one reason the
Buddha has pronounced that the world is led by the mind,
cittena niyati loko. Thus man and nature, according to the

ideas expressed in early Buddhism, are interdependent.

Buddha Museum International Affairs Team

Tel: +886-7-656-3033 ext.4137
Email: fgsbmc-intl@ecp.fgs.org.tw

URL: www.fgsbmc.org.tw/en
Newsletter: foguangpedia.org/?p=85

Facebook: fb.me/fgsbuddhamuseum
Twitter: twitter.com/fgsbuddhamuseum
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