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Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum
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World Peace, When Buddha Meets the Gods

H SN — TS A ke

%
D]

O/ HMATEEXBELRRIMBEES (Kenneth W. Holloway ) iR (BEERHPE)

OB/ ## A% - HERRIRRHE

BiRAReiE e (Jonathan Fox) 11200441y —
TEIFFERAA » SRBOE (e T SR s AR iy 2Ry £ 52
JRIA - FEREIE19454E 220014 2] » 1
FORY RS E » RHMEZEZ L ERE - o
OB INBIE ZE B LAIHET - PRS2y —Fl T AL
e R L RS - (HEERAE — {5
HIAERE © FEFAEHIHERT - kR phPeic SRR =
BFERGEH o B E S e RS R T Ry
RIS i A B —— U R ey -

BACEFE PG A —KERE T - 5 KIGHE
fEREED © ARERATRAT S S At 35T S A — {1
SRBERELR b2 KRS BEGE R o Ao
21 28 E thmE LA ERIASEERs - B4 ERE]
IBTREAHVEREEE - B8 AR - BIFHE I
BNGERIET) - 20194512 » EFRINATEERZ
JEE SRET T R A — SRR IR E IR - BASHSE]
T BRSNS

ERAHSHE R L ERRHTEE RGN - ©
AR ABABRERCRE « HHGETIE - 882 T
—SOGETEERR - BREERKEEEI ALY )T BRI E) -
EHRREA » RZEEH > BENR702]815E K
FE o

BB —FHE 2B SR - HEE
N ERE « BN EE (U - ENS
FZEFLAVE F) > DU NEIIREE - BEI/AT
M AR ERAE — il KA - SERA R E
X | FIRRLmiEE e NMrRIR AR - AR
HOERRERE — K E 2R 8T e e R
PR HEAR FRAIRTIH -

FERMIIE R Rt SRRy - HMFRE 25
BRI - 2FHEFFZIVER - ATREEHE
EBEE - BREFERERRHE - BT EI—XEFTE
FTHHREFE © 217 NP mEEARRE - A

O £ak

AR IR R B R A RS - EFEDLE A
FEHNIFE R T b -

2019 HRFEEI A B B — A T I BRI —H  HE
— SR B R A S I T SRR - SE R L
RN TCHITE IR T B NSRRI - fERT 2
i E - EMEERAMAEEN - [2IEER -
PG R RT R BHTE AR 55 (COVID-19) BT
e H R ARG AR E R - RIEZE MR
I > RRAEHE - AM3EAZ Mgt g2 - 1E
BB - 20204 RBERILEAFHER - B
TEBISERRET 2 NI AR PR B AR R A B EEER
KSR AT L0GES - 55 R I SURBEARISE
B R A A TN R IR A 5
A ARG - BATEIENOERERIS A
R TSR e A ey 2 Bt SRR & - (2
B REZIEENEEEIRAI A LA TS E
BTy TSR e

Religion has been an increasing source of conflict
around the world, particularly between 1945 and 2001,
according to a 2004 study by Dr. Jonathan Fox. It is
not that religion is the only source of conflict, but in the

last decades of the twentieth century, it has become a

Representatives of diverse religions come together in prayer for
world peace



significant intensifier of conflict and it is getting worse all
the time. A common approach to alleviating this conflict
is religious leaders will engage in interfaith dialogues.
Venerable Master Hsing Yun has a better idea. Every year
on Christmas Day, the anniversary of the opening of the
Buddha Museum, he hosts an event that brings together

members of the world’s religions to pray for world peace.

This event is called When Buddha Meets the Gods.

I first heard about the event at a lecture that was
organized at the Miami Fo Guang Shan temple. The
Venerable there told us how she visited every religious
institution on the island to extend a personal invitation
from Venerable Master Hsing Yun for them to attend
When Buddha Meets the Gods. I had not realized just
how epic the task might be until she shared her stories of
visiting remote mountain top temples around the island.
After hearing her lecture, I had a deep desire to participate
in the event. Finally, in December of 2019, while on a
year-long research sabbatical from the History Department

at Florida Atlantic University, I got my chance.

When I arrived on Christmas Morning, it was just
before 7:00 am, but there were already throngs of
people streaming into the museum. As I approached, I
heard a marching band, and I could feel the energy, the
excitement. The weather was beautiful, with a high of 81

and the low 70 degrees Fahrenheit, with clear skies.

The first thing I noticed was the diversity of those
who attended. There were elderly members, which 1
expected, but also teenagers, including some with tattoos
and piercings, and families with young children. It was
beautiful to see people from different walks of life coming
together to pray for peace. The prayer ceremony began
around 2:00 pm, and that was when I realized just how
special the day would be. Statues representing thousands
of temples were all lined up together on altars, under a

giant seated Buddha.

When Bud!a Meets The Gods Event

i
Wamard

i [
Professor Holloway poses with Confucius

As we prayed together for peace in the world, we
were simultaneously paying our respects to the deities of
temples from all over the island. It would take years to
visit all these temples, but once a year it is possible to pray
to them together. By 2:30 things were wrapping up and
Venerable You Lu brought me to see the procession leave
the museum. I watched fifty thousand people leave the
museum in perfect harmony, as they began their journeys

home.

Just by itself, Christmas Day 2019 would have been
one of the most special days in my life. In a world where
religions are often seen as competing with each other, this
celebration of diverse religious beliefs gave me hope for
humanity. It was really deep and meaningful on a number
of levels. Upon my return to the United States, I started
to read about the COVID-19 pandemic. As people in the
US began to point fingers and blame each other, I longed
to be back in Kaohsiung where people were working
together to stay safe. As I am writing this, on Veterans
Day 2020, I am reminded that the many states in the
US have lost more people to COVID-19 than soldiers in
WWII. Among the ten states in the US with the highest
casualty rates during the WWII, five of them have lost
more people to COVID-19. I am writing this with a
heavy heart, and I do not know when I may have a chance
to visit When Buddha Meets the Gods again. However,
having attended the event last year, I remain hopeful and

continue to pray for world peace.
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