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The Buddhas Robe - An Overview of Robes Worn by Buddhist Monks and Nuns

©3Z/0'Brien, Barbara. "The Buddha's Robe." , Aug. 28, 2020
OB/ #fe#t288 Buddha Museum
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The robes of Buddhist monks and nuns are part of a
tradition going back 25 centuries to the time of the historical
Buddha. The first monks wore robes patched together from
rags, as did many mendicant holy men in India at the time.
As the wandering community of disciples grew, the Buddha
found that some rules about robes were necessary. These are

recorded in the Vinaya-pitaka of the Pali Canon or Tripitaka.

o Venerables in Buddhist Robe during
g\z(z% Circumambulation

Venerables in Buddhist Robe during the
Underground Palace Treasures and One
Million Heart Sutras Enshrinement Ceremony

Kasaya

The Buddha taught the first monks and nuns to make
their robes of "pure" cloth, which meant cloth that no one
wanted. Types of pure cloth included cloth that had been
chewed by rats or oxen, scorched by fire, soiled by childbirth
or menstrual blood, or used as a shroud to wrap the dead
before cremation. Monks would scavenge cloth from rubbish
heaps and cremation grounds. Any part of the cloth that was
unusable was trimmed away, and the cloth was washed. It was
dyed by being boiled with vegetable matter -- tubers, bark,
flowers, leaves -- and spices such as turmeric or saffron, which
gave the cloth a yellow-orange color. This is the origin of the
term "saffron robe." Theravada monks of southeast Asia still
wear spice-color robes today, in shades of curry, cumin, and

paprika as well as blazing saffron orange.

The Rice Paddy

According to the Vinaya-pitaka, the Buddha asked his
chief attendant Ananda to design a rice paddy pattern for the
robes. Ananda sewed strips of cloth representing rice paddies
into a pattern separated by narrower strips to represent paths
between the paddies. To this day, many of the individual
garments worn by monks of all schools are made of strips of
cloth sewn together in this traditional pattern. It is often a
five-column pattern of strips, though sometimes seven or nine
strips are used. In the Chan tradition, the pattern is said to
represent a "formless field of benefaction.” The pattern might

also be thought of as a mandala representing the world.

Buddha Museum International Affairs Team
Tel: +886-7-656-3033 ext.4137
Email: fgsbmc-intl@ecp.fgs.org.tw

URL: www.fgsbmc.org.tw/en
Newsletter: foguangpedia.org/?p=85

Facebook: fb.me/fgsbuddhamuseum
Twitter: twitter.com/fgsbuddhamuseum
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