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Emperor Yang and the Buddhism of the Sui Dynasty

Shih-Chien Guan

Yuan Kuang Institute of Buddhist Studies



Summary

The second emperor of the kingdom of the Sui Dynasty ( [ ) was the Emperor Yang ( %%';T’J’ ).

His layname isGuang ( ?i, ) - When he was twelve years old, he conquered the Chen Dynasty ( [{ifi¥] )
and established the kingdom of Sui, thereafter receiving the honorary title Jin Wang Guang ( /,?7 - ?} ).
Afterwards, because he wanted to usurp the throne and become emperor, he killed his father Emperor
Wen and his older brother Yangyong. In the history of China , it can be said that such a ruthless

emperor was indeed rare.

After ascendeding the throne, Emperor Yang (Jin Wang Guang) built a canal connecting the Yellow
and Yangtze Rivers . He was very aggressive in establishing relations with neighboring kingdoms so he
was instrumental in fostering cultural exchange between the North and South. He was also a supporter
of Buddhism and Daoism and he worked to propagate the teachings of both of these religions. It was
widely known that Emperor Yang especially venerated the great Buddhist master Chih Tse ( Fﬁ'?}ﬁ ) of
the Tien Tai (Heavenly Platform / :\’F"[ ) school. Emperor Yang established numerous monasteries

throughout the land and instituted a policy rewarding Buddhism with support and protection.

This paper is based on thirty scrolls in the Continuation of Biographies of Eminent Monks ( ,ﬁg?/ﬁ/'//ﬁé}?@
)written by the Tang Dynasty monk Shih Dao Hsuan of the Hsi Ming Monastery ( *’?[F*[F'—Jffj MLl
%Jfg:gﬁ ). The following five issues are addressed in this paper: 1) the roots of the connection between
Emperor Yang (Jin Wang Guang) of the Sui Dynasty and Buddhism; 2) the Buddhist affinity and
relationship between Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty and Master Chih Tse of the Tien Tai school; 3)
the development and grandeur of the "Four Centers of Cultivation" in Southern China during the Sui
period; 4) the construction, unification, and abandonment of Buddhist monasteries during the Sui
period; 5) Traitors of Buddhism and their insurrection at the end of the Sui period. This paper also uses
key points from Debate of the Correct Treatise ((f,?éfﬁ?)) , Guang Hung Ming Compendium (?7 7
/774 ), Summarized History of Sung Dynasty Monks ((*%'/f’,?/g[/ﬂ;?)) , Series of Records of The

Buddha (/¥%5#5) , and other scriptural texts in support of the argument put forth above.

Key words : Continuation of Biographies of Eminent Monks, Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty, Jin

Wang Guang, Chih-I, Four Centers of Cultivation
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