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Buddhismis reputedly the first non-indi genous religion
to arrive in Australia. The Chinese M ng Dynasty
enperors took a keen interest in exploration and the
first Buddhists are said to have touched Arnhem Land
with the armada of Cheng Ho in the 15th Century.

Evi dence of this was a statuette of a soapstone inage
uneart hed one nmetre under a Banyan tree near Darwin in
1879. Also unlike other tribes, the aborigines in that
northern area believe in re-incarnation and practise
medi t ati on.

Later the Chinese canme to Australia and worked on the
goldfields. In his book "Path to Ri ghtousness"” Anagari ka
Dhanmmapal a tal ks about someSri Lankan Buddhi sts who
erected a small tenple on Thursday |sland, the northern
most tip of Australia during their fishing visits there
in the 1890s.

In 1910, a Venerable U Sasana Dhaja, an Engli shman
ordained in Burma, arrived in Sydney. (He had visited
Australia a few years earlier as a Christian m ssionary
1) He supported hinmself by selling antique alibaster
statues, and was somewhat of a shady character. He

sai d, " Al t hough Buddha was the |light of Asia, Christ was
the light for the world." So he was really still a
Christian at heart.

In 1915, five Buddhist nonks of Gernman origin were
consigned to Sydney for internment. As you wl|l
renmenber, England and its colonies were at war with
Germany at that tine. One of these nobnks was the fornmer
worl d famous violinist, Anton Gueth, who as Venerable
Nyanati | oka was one of the greatest pioneers of Wstern
Buddhi sm

In the 1950s, Marie Byles, one of the first wonen to
practise law in Sydney wote six books, four on Buddhi st
topics, and she also kept a conplete collection of the
Ti pi taka. She canme out from England at age 11 in 1911
and gave nmany theosophi cal broadcasts on Radi o 2GB on
Buddhi sm as wel |l as preaching the Dhama at the
Unitarian Church in Sydney. (She died in 1979.)

Leo Berkeley, a Dutchman nmet Sir Lalita Rajapakse in
1952, the then Sri Lankan M nister of Justice who was
returning to Colonbo. Sir Lalita recited the follow ng
Dhanmapada verse to Leo:

By ourselves is evil done, by ourselves we pain endure,

By ourselves we cease fromill, by ourselves we becone
pur e,

No one can save us but ourselves, no one can and no one
may.

We oursel ves must wal k the Path, Buddhas only point the
way.

Leo was very inpressed by this wi sdom and was keen to
know nore. Later, after being introduced to Venerable



Narada Maha Thera in Col onbo, Leo received the Dhamm.
On his return to Australia, Leo put an advertisenent in
the Sydney Morning Herald for those interested in

est abl i shing a Buddhi st society. Twenty peopl e
responded, and they began neetings at Leo Berkeley's
house.

Soon after this group was forned in 1952, a seventy year
ol d, Anerican born Buddhi st nun - Sister Dhanmadi nna
arrived in Australia. She had been living in Sri Lanka
for 30 years. Subsequently Leo Berkel ey provided
acconmodati on for her and she joined their group

The Australian Overseas Aid programin the formof the
Col onbo pl an brought many new students to Australia, and
I (Gaenme Lyall) was involved in wel conming them and
taking themon picnics. After neeting a Tibetan nonk,
became interested in Buddhi sm and contacted the
Theosophi cal Society who referred me to Sister

Dhammadi nna. Si ster Dhammadi nna conduct ed dhanma tal ks
and neditation at the home of M & Ms Leo Berkel ey.
Usual | y around 15 to 20 people attended these tal ks and
she took 8 of us for personal instruction. She was very
explicit about her expectations. She attenpted to

di ssuade her fellow tenants fromtheir carnivorous
habits by remarking, as she passed their Sunday roast

| anb preparations,"Do | snell a corpse incinerating

her e??"

At Vesak in 1952, our group of 8 took refuge for the
first tinme.

In May 1953, the Buddhist Society of NSWwas formally
constituted as a society and Leo Berkel ey was
unani nously el ected as President.

In 1954, Venerabl e Sayadaw U Thittila arrived from Burna
and di spell ed many m sconcepti ons about Buddhi smt hat
pl agued Australian society at several public |ectures.

In 1956, two nonks arrived from Thail and, Phra
Dhanmedi raj a Muni an abbot who spoke little English, and
Phra Sumangal o ali as Reverend Robert Stuart difton
Superior Ceneral of the Western Buddhist Order (Soto
Zen). Phra Sumangal o was a charismatic figure who forned
a (short-lived) Young Buddhi st Association. During their
visit, a crisis occurred. Unbeknowns to Phra
Dhanmedi raj a Muni, Phra Sumangal o, in his role as
Reverend Robert Stuart difton, Superior General of the
West ern Buddhi st Order was privately ordaining his
followers, both male and female, as priests in his
"Order". These extra-Theravadin activities soon canme to
the notice of his Abbot and his tour of Australia cane
to an abrupt end. He and the Abbot hurriedly returned to
Thai | and where, no doubt, Phra Sumangal o faced the

nusi c!

In 1959, the Buddhi st Society of NSW conbined with the
Buddhi st Society of Victoria to formthe Buddhi st
Federation of Australia.

In 1960, a lineage holder in the Chinese Ch'an tradition
arrived in Sydney and stayed until the end of 1961. He



was the fanmous master Hsuan Hua, who gained the

i npression that there were no Buddhi sts anongst the

| ocal Chinese community as he was |argely ignored, and
was at one stage, on the verge of starvation due to |ack
of support. He left for California, and with the support
of many followers, he established a nonastic centre
known as the "City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. "

In 1973, Venerabl e Chao Khun Parityati kavi and the well
known teacher and author Venerabl e Khantipalo arrived
fromThailand. Initially, they rented a house in
East | akes before setting up Wat Buddharangsee in
Stannore in 1975. The openi ng cerenony, on Vesak Day
25th of May 1975, was performed by H s Royal Hi ghness,
Crown Prince Vajiral ongkorn, in the presence of H's

H ghness The Mst Venerabl e Sondet Sangharaja Phra
Nyanasamvara, Suprene Patriach of Thailand and ten

vi siting Bhi kkhus from Thail and.

Wat Buddhar angsee becane the focal point for Theravadin
Buddhi smin Sydney, a function formerly performed by the
Buddhi st Society of NSW It has proved to be so popul ar
that it has rapidly becone to small too serve its
congregation, so a large tract of |and was purchased at
Luneah, south of Sydney, where a traditional Thai style
Wat Pa Buddhar angsee was opened in 1988.

Chao Khun Samai stayed at WAt Budhar angsee when he
arrived and tried very hard to devel op Buddhi sm

t hroughout the conmunity. He invited Vi etnamese and Sri
Lankan groups to the tenple that were outside his own
tradition.

In 1978, Venerabl e Khantipal o set up Wat Buddha Dhanma
at Wseman's Ferry. He was a Theravadin nmonk for 30
years, wote many books, and made a | arge contribution
towar ds spreadi ng the Dhanma before joining the N oxin
group |l ast year. (Venerable Khantipal o gave a great dea
of support to Unibuds during our earlier years with
Engl i sh Dhanma tal ks, workshops, and hosting Uni buds
retreats at Wsenan's Ferry. -M)

As an outcone of the tragic war in South-East Asia, nany
Buddhi st refugees arrived in Australia in the late 1970s
and 1980s. At the end of 1979, a group of Vietnanese
refugees met in G ebe and forned the Vi etnanese Soci ety
of NSW Their first cerenonies were held at the Tha
tenpl e Wat Buddhar angsee in Stannore.

In 1985, the Vietnamese were able to build their first
tenpl e, the Phap Bao Tenple at Bonnyrigg. Later, the
first Vietnanese nonk to arrive in Australia, Most

Vener abl e Thi ch Phuoc Hue established anot her Vi et nanese
tenpl e; the Phuoc Hue Tenple in Wetherill Park in 1987.

In the early 1980s, the Korean Dharnakaya Soci ety was
fornmed at Sumrer Hill, and nmany Ti betan groups cane to
Australia and forned Buddhi st organi sati ons around t hat
tinme.

June 1985 saw the arrival of Venerable Mhinda, who has
had a | ong association with both the Buddhi st M ssionary
Soci ety in Kuala Lumpur and the Singapore Buddhi st



M ssion. He was appoi nted Bi kkhu i n charge of the Hock
Cheng See Buddhi st Vi hara at Anbarval e.

I n August 1986, Venerabl e Mahi nda suggested that an
Austral i an Buddhi st M ssion could be set up on sinilar
lines to the B.M S. and Si ngapore Buddhi st M ssion
During its formative years, the Australian Buddhi st

M ssi on has organi sed several neditation retreats,
Buddhi st Youth Camps with participants from several

et hni c groups including Australian born, Burnese,
Canbodi an, Mal aysi ans, Sri Lankans, and Vi et nanmese. The
ai mof the canps was not only to spread the Dhanma, but
al so to pronote mutual understanding and friendship
anongst all groups.

In 1989, the M ssion sponsored a two year M ssionary
tour of one of Thailand's great neditati on nmasters, Phra
Aj ahn Yantra Amaro. In 1990, Ms Elizabeth Gorsk
generously donated one hundred acres of land in
Bundanoon, so that a retreat centre in the Thai forest
tradition could be established in Australia by Phra

Aj ahn Yantra. This new centre is known as Sunnat aram
Forest Mbnastery.

In 1988 Venerabl e Sayadaw U Zagar abhi vansa, (or
Venerable Dr U Zagara as he is known to the Uni buds!)
took up residence as Abbot at a rented cottage in North
Parramatta to serve the small Burmese conmunity.

Vener abl e Sayadaw U Zagar abhi vansa is a highly respected
teacher and schol ar, being fornerly a professor of

Abhi dhamma and Pali | anguage at Nal anda Buddhi st
Institute in India. In 1989, |arger premnises were
purchased for the Burnese Buddhi st Society at

Merryl ands.

In 1977, Venerable Tsang Hui arrived in Australia from
Taiwan. In 1979, froma rented house in Redfern, he
established the Hwa Tsang Monastery. Being a qualified
teacher, he set up and conducted academ c cl asses and
hel ped many students gain places at Sydney Universities
and graduate to the professions. The monastery | ater
moved to Greenacre and then to its present location in
Honebush West. After overconi ng nuch unsymnpathetic and
raci st opposition fromlocal residents, Sydney's first
"purpose built" Chinese Buddhist tenple was opened in
1993.

Sone of the Buddhi st groups set up in the 1980s, were by
m grants wishing to control their fellow countrynen.
Sangha did not stay long at such tenples before disputes
arose with the sponsoring | ay-people who were really
trying to use the tenple for their own exclusive

pur poses. Qther mgrant groups have experienced power
struggl es between different factions. As a result,
comruni ty patronage has been split between different
tenpl es.

As an outcone of Buddhist students matriculating to the
uni versities, joined by overseas students studying in
Australia, university Buddhist societies were forned in
the early 1980s. Uni buds was founded in 1981 with

Vener abl e Tsang Hui's and Chao Khun Samai's support. A
year later, Sydney University Buddhi st Society was



fornmed. In 1992, a Buddhist Society was fornmed at
Macquari e University.

Abri dgenment of Dhamma tal k given on Friday, Cctober 1st
1993 at the UNSWas reported by Mck Kiddle. Gaene
Lyall is President of the Australian Buddhist M ssion
and is the author of several Buddhi st books, including
"An account of the history and devel opment of Buddhi sm
in New South Wal es" on which this talk was based. G aene
has very kindly donated several copies of his book to
the Unibuds library, and it nakes very interesting

r eadi ng.



