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Chance and fate

Phra Bunchuang

- transl ated by Phra Mang Kone

Abri dgenment of Uni buds Dhamma tal k given on Friday,
May 27th 1994 at the University of NSW



I arrived from Thail and yesterday and was invited by
Phra Ratsanmee and Phra Mang Kone to join you al

tonight. | feel extrenmely happy to see you all. Usually
in the forest nonastery, the nonks practise in the
forest to train & learn. But the Buddha taught us not to
focuss outside ourselves, but to reflect on own

exi stence and to question ourselves. | amvery pl eased
to have this chance to talk to you about the Buddha's
exanpl el

Qur topic tonight is chance and fate. Wat does this
mean for us? These words in ordinary | anguage may nean
somet hing i ke luck or bad luck, or the good or bad
condition in which we live. Wien we think about our

worl dly condition and situation, we can see this rel ates
to our karma. W are where we are through previous
causes. This is cause and effect as the Buddha taught.

We can reflect on this and think about howit applies to
our famly situation. Qur actions at hone affect all the
famly, and we should try to behave with consideration.
Qur actions with with our famly, friends, or teachers
may produce good or bad results. The doing is the cause
or in Pali, karma. This cause can becone the effect or
the chance of the future

Sonmetimes we need to reflect nore to think and
under st and how our actions have led us to our present
condition. If we think nore carefully about what results
our actions will bring to our famly, friends and
teachers, then it will help us to behave nore wi sely.
This will be the effect from understanding the cause.
Then we will not blindly accept superstitious advice
about our situations being the result of nihilistic or
exi stential chance or fate!

We nonks devote our whole lives |earning the teachings
of the Buddha. We try to create the causes now to
understand and cultivate a future mnd free from greed,
hatred, and delusion. If we devote our time creating and
devel opi ng our spiritual path, it will help us let go
our attachments and our bad | uck

We live only about 80 years, and yet really, our lives
are so short when we conpare this to the age of the
earth! So now is a good opportunity to think about the
val ue of your lives. W should practise giving to
others, and create good causes for good future effects
now We should share this knowl edge with all beings. W
can | ook at the Buddha's exanple. Did he get paid wages?
He didn't ask for rewards fromus. Yet his life was ful
of bl essings and prosperity just through setting a good
exanpl e!

QL What is the difference between chance & fate?

Al | think chance can be considered as having an
opportunity to do different things. Fate may be
considered to be the sickness and death that all beings
must experi ence.

@ How nuch opportunity and choice do we have for



i mprovi ng our past karma?

A2 W can observe, practise, and see the results of our
past actions. W can see the bad things for ourselves.
By reflecting on the results of our past actions, when
opportunities arise, we have a choice to inprove our
future situation by behaving wi sely rather than

sel fishly.

Let me tell you a story. Mogalina was Buddha's right
hand di sci ple. He was known for his psychic powers in
medi tation. Many lives previously, he had tried to get
rid of his nother because she was old, sick, and

usel ess. He took her to the forest. He tried to pretend
that a robber had come to get her and kill her. From
that action, Mgalina hinmself observed that in the next
life, he was born in the hell. But many lives | ater he
had a chance to neet the Buddha and becone an Arahant.
However, another sect tried to kill him because he was
farmous for his psychic powers. Eventually, they killed
him which was the result of his past bad karna.
Mogalina tried not to et themcreate nore bad karma for
t henmsel ves, but he couldn't.

@B Does our fate differ if we are Christians ?

A3 W teach cause and effect in Buddhism In
Christianity, they use the god to punish us. W

Buddhi sts can still contenplete on this to keep us alert
and noral. It is a different teaching to Buddhism but
its aimis for same result - that people should behave
respectfully to one another. Al religions try to teach

the sane things - to try to avoid doing evil. But
Buddhi sm goes beyond that. By understanding the Four
Noble Truths; - ( 1 Suffering is universal, 2 The cause

of suffering is craving, 3 The cure for suffering is the
elimnation of craving, 4 The way to achi eve the
elimnation of suffering is to follow the Mddle Path
which is described in the Noble Eightfold Path. ie:- 1
Ri ght understanding, 2 R ght thought, 3 Right speech, 4
Ri ght action, 5 Right livelihood, 6 Right effort, 7

Ri ght m ndful ness, 8 Right concentration. ), it wll
hel p us relinquish our nental defilements of greed and
anger.

X |Is this Dhamma tal k by chance or by fate?
A It is a good opportunity, for us all to reflect how
we can inprove ourselves and practise nore positively.

& Buddhi sm expl ai ns events are a result of karma. How
does Buddhi sm expl ai n the miracul ous healings that have
occurred to believers in the Christian faith?

A5 VWhen we neet sonmeone holy or someone for whom we have
great respect, we may find great inspiration through
their loving kindness and purity. A sick person may
absorb this energy and this nay help themto practice
better. Practising this goodness will help the process
of their healing.

@ Can we run away fromour fate?
A6 W cannot physically avoid problens, but nentally we
can, just |ike Mgalina.

Q7 What about using biotechnol ogy, DNA and gene
mani pul ation to alter our karma?



A7 The new baby or beings will still need to nentally
cultivate and devel op good habits, regardl ess of their
physi cal perfection!

@B If a baby avoids an hereditary di sease through
genetic mani pul ati on, does this nmean it has good karm?
A8 Each of us determ ne our own karma. The baby's state
of mind and attitudes will still determine its later
conditions and life.

Phra Bunchuang was ordained in Thailand 14 years ago,

and is currently residing at Sunnataram For est

Monast ery, Bundanoon. Abridgenment of the Dhamma talk
given on Friday, May 27th 1994 at the UNSWas reported
by M ke Kiddle. Friday Dhanma Tal ks between 7pm - 8. 30pm
are conducted regularly by the Uni buds through out the
university senesters, and are open to all students and

t he general public.



