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The Development of Guanyin Dharmaparyaya in Dunhuang during
Late Tang Dynasty

— Exploring Mogaoku, cave 161 —

Yu-Mang Kuo
Center for Buddhist Studies & Research,

Yuan Kuang Institute of Buddhist Studies

Summary

Dunhuang Mogaoku (Mogao Caves/ J¢”EH £l fj7{i ) has been the “Sacred
Place of Guanyin”, a center for extensive worship, since mid Tang Dynasty.
Based on the traditional local Huayan (the Flower Adornment Sutra/ # - )
and Fahua (the Lotus Sutra/ %' ) Schools of Zen Buddhism, and
combined with the trends of Mijiao (esoteric sec t/ ﬁﬂ;’?f) , the caves
expanded into an abundant world of Guanyin Mandala (an imaginary palace
contemplated during meditation /#17 4% 52 ) — Cave 161 is the
representative example. The characteristic highly sensitive image structure
in this Cave reflects the mature features of understanding and practice of the
Guanyin belief in late-Tang Dynasty; which continued on and later
flourished into Han Buddhism's resilient tree of life in modern times.

The Guanyin Mandala in five directions on the dome, and the ( = ZHEfIf] )
on the surrounding walls in Mogaoku 161, depict the main body of
Bodhisattva Guanyin Gongde (merit) from the point of view of both Mijiao
and Xianjiao (esoteric sect /27> ). The two views serve to prove and
annotate each other. The spirit and form of the Guanyin Doctrines is at a
perfect union in this cave. In this cave, the follower of Buddha virtually
places himself in the pure land of Guanyin , following Buddhism
surrounded by thousands of Bodhisattva. In this atmosphere, the follower



can follow Buddhism while avoiding the eight difficulties to reach Buddha
and the three evil gati (paths of transmigration), thus come into Guanyin's
consoling embrace and become firmly grounded in Buddha dharma, truly
entering the way of Bodhisattva. These images are deeply connected to both
the efforts in the casual ground and the merit in the stage of attainment.

From both the theoretical and practical sides of Mijiao, the follower should
stay in the endless universe of Huayan, to finish proving and understanding
of the highest wisdom of Buddha. This harmonizes and unifies the
relationship between the images / statues and the follower. The followers,
who can understand the re-composition of the host-guest relationship
between the image structures, will be able to bring the effectiveness of
Mijiao methods into full play.

This dissertation combines elements such as the structure of the cave images,
the organization of doctrines, and the methods of contemplation and
medication in both Mijiao and Xianjiao. This is an integrated research on the
theory and practice of Guanyin Dharmaparyaya( #3%[1[] ) in Huyan
Buddhsim during late Tang Dynastry. It also brings out specific issues on

the origin and transition of modern Guanyin Dharmaparyaya.

Key words: Guanyin , Guanyin Dharmaparyaya , Late Tang Dynastry ,
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