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The Value and Metaphysical Meaning of

Separate-teaching in T’ien-t’al Buddhism

Lin, Chih-chin

Assistant Professor

Department of Religious Study, Aletheia University

Abstract

Buddhist doctrines are classified by Four Teachings in T’ien-t’ai Buddhism.
There are only Separate-teaching and Perfect-teaching by which can arrive to get the
ultimate achievements that is to be a Buddha in these four teachings. The value and
meaning of Perfect-teaching are well known by T’ien-t’ai scholars. But
Perfect-teaching is suitable only for bodhisattvas of best character. On the contrary,
people didn’t pay much attention to Separate-teaching, and it is less superior and
slower to be achieved, but it is more stable to make progress and suitable for all
bodhisattvas. Besides, one can also arrive to the ultimate realm by Separate-teaching
as Perfect-teaching. So it has much value to preach Separate-teaching.

The contents of this essay are to demonstrate that one can get the ultimate
achievements by Separate-teaching also, to clarify the value of Separate-teaching
and that Separate-teaching belongs to T’ien-t’ai Buddhism, to expound the
contents of Separate-teaching, and finally to interpret it’s metaphysical

meanings.

Key words : 1. Separate-teaching 2. Perfect-teaching 3. T’ien-t’ai Buddhism
4. Threefold Truth 5. Threefold Contemplation 6.Tsang-shih
7. Buddha Nature



