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Interpretation of South Qi Chang Jung’s Negotiating Thinking of “Tao”
and “Buddhism”
— Based on the Conversation with Chou Yong in “Men

Lu + Tung Yuan”

Abstract

Syncretism of the three main teachings in six dynasties has always been a
significant and complex subject in studying literature culture history. Among them,
“Tao” and “Buddhism” are two religions both with advantages on their own and
contradiction for argument. Up until Qi and Liang Dynasties, the clash between two
religions was deepened and confronted with each other; in the end, it then became the
barbarian/Chinese distinction. In this social atmosphere, one ancient scholar Chang
Jung claimed his family worshiped Buddha for generations tried to make adjustment
for two schools and became the theory of “Men Lu ¢ Tung Yuan”.

The implication of “Tung Yuan” is to adjust two religions of “Taoism” and
“Buddhism”; Chang Jung therefore proposed Taoism is the foundation while
Buddhism is the form. It is in nature an interpretation of open-minded Lao-Tzu.
The characteristics of the theory are based on the assumption that “Tao” explains
“Buddhism” and then merge Buddhism into Taoism. It is further inferred “getting
meaning” from “Taoism/Buddhism” in-harmony observation: In terms of “logic
realm”, it focuses on mind-nature in order to achieve nothing and stillness. In terms
of “context of teaching”, it combines middle thought and key point of Dau in study of
Chung Tzu and nothingness in Lao-Tzu; moreover, it refers “Buddhism” into
“Taoism” and discuss jise—matter as such hidden in Lao-Tzu is a condition according
being to accomplish non-being. Finally, it returns to foundation of “Taoism”
comprehension to “accomplish being” and also “accomplish non-being”.

Chang Jung’s theory of “Tung Yuan” though offers a possible solution for the
combination of “Taoism/Buddhism™; it still lacks its ultimate. Chou Yong’s
arguments are based on Buddhism’s “Theory of Three Schools” to clarify the
distinction; it also focuses on Chang Jung’s Lao-Tzu “according being to accomplish

non-being” and consider “knowing being” and “knowing non-being” not real
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“accomplish being” and “accomplish non-being”. It is similar to “false religion”
discussing meanings of “true” and “unrefined”. Conventional truth is dependent
designation; ultimate truth is emptiness. Both are theories of different style. Here
is to make a distinction and explain the position that “Buddhism” belongs to three
teachings.

As to the meaning of thinking history, theory of “Tung Yuan” is considered a
strong threat of Taoism towards popularity of Buddhism and its doctrine. In the
tension of “foreign-orthodox argument”, it is a self-determined presentation to
promote and transform in theory; from the perspective of confronting Buddhism
thinking, it contains factors that the Taoism belief develops and transforms towards

Chong Xuan school.

Keywords: Six Dynasties, Foreign-orthodox theory, Chang Jung, Chou Yong,
Syncretism of the Three Main Teachings, Chong Xuan school.
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