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A Brief Note on [ 1+ i

Friedrich F. Grohmann

Associate Researcher, Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies
Summary

Exploring the Chinese term #if[I~ [ in its non-metaphorical use, the
present paper introduces some basic notions and methods of philological
research. In the first chapter, the preliminary steps for the study of literature
in general are discussed and it is demonstrated with the help of
commentaries and vernacular translations by contemporary Chinese how the
lack ofKnowledge, resulting from non-engagement in sound research,
generally leads to gross misunderstanding of textual meaning. Turning to the
term in question, the second chapter traces the word B[]l in two passages
of the T’ien T ai classic ™5H| [HE! and its commentary [ FH#I3F) {Hid 3
illustrating the liberal attitude towards quotations so characteristic of
traditional Chinese scholars. At the same time it is shown how an
understanding of editorial liberties #F1 being supplanted in the course
of time by B[
judgment on the sages of yore. The following two chapters analyze the basic
meaning of “M[k, Fif[1 and #if[1 = as denoting either yawning,

can prevent the modern researcher from passing unfair

stretching, or both. Additional Pali, Sanskrit and Tibetan sources prove that
we are actually dealing with the rendering of one and the same multifaceted
term. In the fifth and last chapter, two more and rather special meanings of
1 ("~[£) which are found in Chinese sutra translations are drawn
attention to, e.g. “knitting the eyebrows” and “name of a large number”. A
final look at two T’ang dynasty interpretations of #if[! provides some
solace to the present day student of Chinese Buddhist texts showing how
even the erudite native scholars living in the heyday of the religion in China
were not necessarily able to fully penetrate the meaning of even
non-technical terminology found in their holly scriptures.
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