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A Tentative Study of the Translation works of Master

Dharmaraksha

Mai Lai-man
Associate Researcher, Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies



Summary

This article attempts to state the related issues of the translation of Buddhist
texts in the early translator Zhu-Fahu's biography and the problems related
to his translated texts. Zhu-Fahu has translated many texts and most
important is that his translated texts included many different kinds of
Mahayana texts. From Fahu's translated texts we can say that the early
Mahayana texts were from many different areas, mainly were obtained from
Central Asia. The original languages of the texts were the different Prakrit
of Central Asia, Particularly Gandarian. Fahu depended on his Chinese
Assistants to do translation work.

The content of Fahu's translated texts may be vary, however, they share
certain kinds of formulatary patterns. These patterns may indicate the
common origin of some stories of Buddhist texts. Nevertheless, some of the
structure of certain texts are not consistent and very loose which may
indicate the particular text was combined with different stories or parts from
different origins, and later compiler compiled them together which becomes
a long text.
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