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Peeking at the Gist of Master Yin-shun's Philosophy: The Red
Thread of Dependent Origination
by Ch'en shui-yuan (Abstract)

The present paper aims at weaving a red thread through
the gist of master Yin-shun's philosophy by means of
dependent origination. It clarifies only the major cause
-effect relationships and their further applications
but does not deal with minor problems.

1. Dependent origination negating aspects The

empty existence of

2. dependent origination——emptiness and

existence unimpeded

3. The doctrine of the two truths taught on the

basis of dependent origination

4. The three dharma seals of dependent origination

5. The threefold nature and two great principles

of dependent origination

6. Meditation on dependent origination——the

method of the centrist view

7. Combining kindness and compassion on the basis

of dependent origination

8. One application of dependent origination——

choosing one's religion

9. Another application of dependent origination

———coming to a decision regarding the four
great questions of Buddhist history

9.1 Discerning between proponents of existence and

those of emptiness

9.2 Harmonizing original Buddhism and the Mahayana

teaching of emptiness

9.3 Dicerning between the three great schools of

Mahayana
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

I 41

thought

9.4 Deciding whether buddha and deva are the same
The third application of dependent origination
——the dynamics of the history (of Indian Buddhism)
The fourth application of dependent origination
——research methodology

The fifth application of dependent origination
——the standard of critically accepting Buddhist
thought

The sixth application of dependent origination
——discerning Chinese Buddhist thought

The seventh application of dependent origination
——the path to buddhahood

The eighth application of dependent origination
———creating a Pure Land 1in this world
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