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The Problem of New Punctuation Used in Chinese Translated Buddhist Scriptures and Its

Relation to the Explanation of Ancient Texts

Kuo-ch'ing Huang

Center for Buddhist Studies & Research

Yuan Kuang Buddhist Institute

Summary

This article discusses two of the problems regarding the use of new punctuation in the Chinese
translation of Buddhist scriptures. The first problem is that modern punctuation uses the halts and
pauses in a series of syllables to punctuate the text but ignores the grammar therein. The second
problem involves errors in punctuation or errors in connection with the explication of the text itself.

The first problem may not automatically affect the analysis in the explanation of the text, but a



hyper-explanatory analysis of each and every phrase may become an obstacle for the reader in his
progress of understanding the text. A punctuation system based on grammatical structure should be
used as a standard. The second problem stemming from errors involved with the explication of the text
itself will mislead readers into an incorrect understanding of the material. The way to avoid these errors
is to use and compare different versions of a text, to be thoroughly knowledgeable of Buddhist
terminology, and to reference currently available Sanskrit and Tibetan translations of the text in
question. Attention paid to punctuation can help in the improvement of the quality of Buddhist texts

published today.
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