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The “ Lotus Sam a dhi”Ch - an Method in Early Northern Buddhism and Image-making

Wen-ying Lal
Center for Buddhist Studies & Research

Yuan Kuang Buddhist Institute

Summary

The “Lotus Sam a dhi” is a meditation method based on The Lotus Sutra {(3#Z %) . Since it is called
“Sam a dhi,” it naturally has something to do with meditation. But it has been generally regarded as a
method of repentance, and its original Ch'an implication has been neglected. This paper attempts to
trace the development of the Kuan Ho doctrine through a study of the works of Kum a raj i va and his
disciples. The Kuan Ho doctrine elucidates the essential meaning of the Ultimate Reality of Praj b a
according to The Lotus Sutra , and thereby develops a practical method of meditation which is an

important element in the meditation system of Northern Buddhism. The ideas stated in Seng Chao's



( Hé ) treatise The Immutability of Things ( (77} %—FM wuh-buh-chian-luenn ) provide a sound
basis for the doctrine to evolve into a complete and practical theory. They also form the ideological

cornerstones for image-making at the various caves in Hohsi ( Jf’ ).
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