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The Study Of The Ideological Background From
Theory of Nine Consciousnesses By Paramartha

—Review Katsumata-Shunkyo's point of view

Shih,Ru-ding

Abstract

Japanese scholar Katsumata-Shunkyo determined that the
theory of “Theory of Nine Consciousness” by Paramartha is
based on Vinirmita-pitaka-Sastra according to the commentary of
Mahayana — samgraha — Sastra unearthed from Dunhuang, and
writings written by ancient’s. Katsumata-Shunkyo also poined out
“eight and nine consciousnesses etc., are like ripples in water” said
in Lankavatara-sutra can only be regarded as a general ideological
background. And it does not have a direct effect on Paramartha
legislating the theory of Nine Consciousnesses. Additionally, he also
believes that although the words amala-vijJana didn’t appear in
Mahayana-siitralamkara-sastra  but the phrase “Amala-vijfiana”
said in the text was actually added in for the convenience of
understanding the whole context.

My opinion: (1.) Ryozo-Iwata once said, Paramartha has

translated all different terms (such as: lokottara-jiiana, visuddha,
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and asraya-parivrtti etc.) as “Amala-vijiiana” in the texts he
translated. Here you can see that the establishment of the theory of
Nine Conciousnesses, doesn’t have to comply with a certain text,
and as long as it’s consistent with the shixiang, it can be called the
ninth Amala-vijiana . (2.) From the criticism of
Ta-Ch'éng-fa-yiian-i-lin-chang and Cheng-wei-shi-lun-shuji to
Lankavatara-siitra, it can be found that it’s addressing to the series
of Paramartha 's old school translation schools .Therefore saying
that Lankavatara-siitra can only be used as a general ideological
background, and not have direct effect to the theory of the Nine
Consciousnesses from Paramartha, may not be true. (3.) [ agreed
what Katsumata-Shunkyo said that the " Amala-vijiana" in
Mahayana-siitralamkara-sastra is additionally added in the

context ,although this term didn't have the match word in Sanskrit.

Keywords : theory of nine consciousnesses, amala-vijiiana,
Vinirnita-pitaka-sastra, Paramartha,

Katsumata-Shunkyo
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A Study
of the Simile of the Mirage in Nagarjuna’s
Vigraha-vyavartanit

Shih, Manting

Assistant Professor, Fo Guang University

Abstract

This article investigates the simile of the mirage in Nagarjuna’s
Vigraha-vyavartani. The Sanskrit “avadana” is translated as “simile
(pivu EQEPE?J),”a literary device which uses existing knowledge to
explain something unfamiliar. Avaddana is also the seventh of twelve
divisions of the Buddhist canon. This teaching method is adopted in
order to explain the Dharma. In the Samyuktdgama, the Buddha says,
“By listening to my explanation of similes, wise people will be able
to achieve realization.” The Buddha was skillful at using similes to
teach his disciples.

The Paidicavimsati-sahasrika-prajiiaparamita-sitra uses ten
similes in order to demonstrate the meanings of no self-nature and
emptiness. The simile of the mirage is one of them. Here, the mirage
is the illusion in which hot air on roads takes on the appearance of

water, even when no water is present.

Nagarjuna’s Vigraha-vyavartani also employs the simile of the

mirage several times. This article analyzes Nagarjuna’s use of the

78 ﬁﬁi}?zi,\ﬂp/:o__itg:_]‘zp

mirage simile in terms of emptiness and related doctrinal concepts.

Key words:

Nagarjuna , The Vigraha-vyavartani, mirage simile, the concept of

emptiness,

The Milamadhyamaka-karika
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A Study of the Doctrine of Alaya-vijiiana Presented in
the Yogacara-bhumi
Ng, Yu-kwan

Abstract
This is a study of the Yogacara thought of the alaya-vijiiana

( storehouse of consciousness ) seen in the Yogacara-bhimi » an

important treatise in Mahayana Buddhism. The discussion can be
devided into two points : the argumentations for the existence of the
alaya-vijiiana and the detailed explication of the soul ( antara-bhava )
from one generation to the next. With regard to the first point, the
Treatise holds that the seeds or the basis of ourselves, our conducts
and our circnmstances needs a storehouse in neutral nature in order
to receive perfume (vasana) from the outside world, and that this
storehouse must be operative constantly. This storehouse is nothing
but the alaya-vijnana. Secondly, in the realm of life and death
(samsara ) » we have to establish the concept of sonl which passes
from one physical and dead bady to another living body so that
transmigration can sustain until salvation is attained. What plays this
role is the alaya-vijiiana.
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