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Refusal of the Unconditioned Dharma in the Madhyamaka
School: Interpretation of the Chapter on “Refusal of
Permanence and Emptiness” in the Satasastra

Chang-Hsiang Sun

College of General Studies, Yuan Ze University, Taoyuan, Taiwan

Based on the Chinese translation of two chapters in the Satasdstra, entitled
“Refusal of Permanence” and “Refusal of Emptiness,” this study elaborates how
Aryadeva refuses the five uncaused dharmas, namely space, time, direction, atom, and
nirvana, as well as the unconditioned dharma, emptiness. The purpose of this study is
to present the crucial Mahayana insight of “ultimate emptiness.” This study is divided
into three parts: Part 1, Introduction: a philosophical investigation to and
interpretation of the key implication of the unconditioned dharma. Part 2, How
Madhyamaka School refuses the unconditioned dharmas, which includes three parts, 1.
a general explanation of the unconditioned dharma, 2. an elaboration on the refusal of
the five permanent unconditioned dharmas in the Chapter ‘“Refusal of
Impermanence.” 3. an elaboration on demonstration of the true emptiness by refusal
of it. Part 3, Conclusion: Summarizing the article and discussing the significance of
the two chapters in the Satasdstra.

Keywords : asamskrta-dharma, impermanence, emptiness, Satasastra
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The Structure, Systematic Domination and Genesis of the
Body, Soul and Spirit and the World

Chung-Chieh Yang
Retired from Chung-Shan Institute of Science and Technology, Longtan, Taiwan

No living creature is separate from its own body, soul and spirit, or from the
world. This connection is constant and continuous, but few living beings understand
the correlation between themselves and their bodies, souls and spirits. This cognitive
disconnection is the main reason for the rise of numerous religions and spiritual
organizations around the world. Because many people have fallen prey to unethical
religious or spiritual practices, it is necessary to clarify the structure of and systematic
domination of the body, soul and spirit on the one hand, and the world on the other.
By examining the general knowledge of the body, soul and spirit, as well as modern
psychology, theology, science and Buddhism, this paper attempts to understand
questions such as what the soul or spirit truly is, how the world was generated, what
the dominating mechanism is, whether animals, plants or minerals have souls, the
causes of samsara (reincarnation), and the distinction between life and death.
Discovering the truths of these fundamental issues about the world can help reduce
the barriers to spiritual growth. The paper concludes that the cognitive differences
about the body, soul and spirit and the world are actually a means to the same end —
the one spirituality.

Keywords: body-soul-spirit, subconsciousness, 12 causes and conditions,
domination, death, reincarnation , spiritual element, Linshitron, genesis
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