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Abstract

I researched about the change of Shinsyu Otani-ha’s missions in Taiwan
during the Japanese colonial period. In my thesis, I would analyze its
missions from the beginning of the Japanese colonial period to the time of a
formation of Taihoku Betsuin which played an important function of its

religious activities.

A statistic analysis referring the number of temples or its believers
showed that the Otani-ha took the Taiwanese as a main target of its missions
at first, however, after the Taisho era, its believers were almost the Japanese.
Comparing to other religious groups such as the Jodo-Shinshu Honganji-ha
or the Souto-shu, the Shinshu Otani-ha could not increase its number of
believers from the Meiji era to the Taisho era. After that, the Otani-ha

gradually increased its believers and spread its influences. One of the main
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reasons of the Otani-ha’s success was to change its object from the Taiwanese
to the Japanese.

I would show that the historical development of the Otaini-ha’s missions

in Taiwan was made up of five terms as below.

1) the term of a preparation: from sending the missionaries to form the

Taiwan branch.

2) the term of an establishment: to start that the Taiwan branch played

an important function.

3) the term of a development: to make a new diocese to join a Taiwan

mission and a South-China mission.

4) the term of a reduction : to falsely make a new diocese caused a

confuse of its control.

5) the term of a regeneration: to make a point of the Japanese as a main

target of its missions.
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