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A Sudy on the Relationship between the M ount
Putuo’s Developments and Gover nment Palicies
during the Ming Dynasty

Hsii, Yi-zhi *

ABSTRACT:

It is said that Mount Putuo (‘%} 1)) is the legendary pure land that
Avalokitesvara, the Goddess of Mercy, appeared in China. During the Ming
Dynasty, Mount Putuo developed into a crucial moment. The rise and decline
of this sacred mountain relied on government policies. During the reign of
Hong Wu (i /%) emperor, in order to protect Mount Putuo from the
occupation of Japanese pirates, the government moved the temples to
Zhgjiang province and blockaded the mountain. The prohibitory edict was not
lifted until the Wan Li (F'J 75 reign. Shenzong (f#3) emperor, under the
influence of his mother, a Jevout Buddhist, actively protected Buddhism and
Mount Putuo. He provided financial and medical assistance as well as statues
of Buddha to the temples of Mount Putuo. With his support, Mt. Putuo
attracted more and more believers. In reality, the development of Mount Putuo
was inevitably and closely influenced by poalitical and social changes.
Standing on this point, this research focuses on the relationship between
Mount Putuo’s developments and government policies under the Ming
Dynasty.

Keywords : Avalokitesvara, Bodhisattva’s thought, Ming dynasty, Mount
Putuo, pure land

" Assistant Professor, Center of General Education, Mary's Medicing, Nursing and
Management College
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From the Dialoguesin the L etter s between Buddhist
Monksand Believersin the Late Ming :

Personal, Family and Official Affairs

Chen, Yuh-neu "

ABSTRACT:

In the late Ming Dynasty, correspondence exchange between Buddhist
monks and believers had become very popular. Some believers elaborated and
shared their distress, family affairs or the problems encountered in the offices
with certain reliable monks. This kind of communication channel was based
on a highly trustful relationship. From these |etters, we can find out that some
believers were not only extensively hampered by daily personal affairs, but
also wondering between the realistic and Buddhist worlds or even enjoying
within. It partially explains why there were so many believers in the late Ming
who did not devote themselves to Buddhist practices as monks, but took an
active role in the development of Buddhism, while still maintained their lay
status.

Keywords: late Ming, Buddhist monks and believers, letters, dialogues,
Buddhism

" Professor, Department of History, Cheng Kung University
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