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A study of ‘gandhakufi’ (perfume chamber):
based on the Chinese Miilasarvastivada-vinaya
and archaeological remains of
ancient Indian Buddhist sites

Tai-shing Wut
Department of Chinese and History, City University of Hong Kong

Abstract

‘Gandhakuti” (perfume chamber) refers to a special house for
Buddha in monastery. Like stipa and caitya, ‘gandhakuti’ is a
symbol of Buddha still in the world and has the functions of
governing monastic community and uniting believers. Although in
Buddhist canon there have been no relevant treatises on Buddhist
buildings, some architectures or facilities in monastery are
unavoidable topics when precepts and discipline are mentioned in
Vinaya. Among Chinese translations of Vinaya from various schools,
only Miulasarvastivada-vinaya mentions ‘gandhakuti’ several times,
and relevant records are also found in Jataka, Pali Atthakathas,

Divyavadana, etc. Besides, the layouts and inscriptions of the ruins
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of ancient Indian Buddhist buildings and rock-cut monasteries
corroborate the records in literature. There have been articles on
‘gandhakuti’ in the western academic circles a hundred years ago,
but unfortunately, Chinese materials have not been cited, and less
scholars have paid attention to it in Chinese academic circles. With
the Chinese Miilasarvastivada-vinaya as the basic material, this
paper considers other literature and archeological discoveries and
explores the meanings and connotations of ‘gandhakuti’, hoping to
enhance the understanding of ancient Indian monastery configuration
and relevant discipline as well as the life of monks and to fill in gaps

in the academic circles of Chinese Buddhism.

Keywords: gandhakuti, Miulasarvastivada-vinaya, Buddha, rock-cut

monasteries, inscription



—4- ERBEEH S=tEM

H X

— - wEAE DA POEEY
= EENLE
= BEOBRIE
U~ A CEE ) A
T BEERG
7~ B CEE ) WA
(—) (LRI RO
L L R
2. BRI
(7) (B S HEEYE
ST ARt
1L L R
2. B
Z - (R TS
L ISR EE
2. R
(5) #

t - &5




FEE—DIEE TRAME) PHRBELEEEMH AT L -5

TEE O NETEE - BRLF EBETNNEME
At o EAIEE (AR - ITNGE ) (Jataka-nidana) L& IVE R
HIR SR (Sravast) MAMEAE "3 S 4 Fw P AR A
F o 'ENE PRI MR (Bharhut) RESEAE - YAT2HAD -
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The Story of Gotama Buddha (Jataka-nidana), Oxford: The Pali Text Society, 1990,
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2 % % Liders, Heinrich (A.D. 1869-1943), Bharhut Inscriptions, Revised by

Waldschmidt, E.(A.D. 1897-1985) & Mehendale, M. A., Octacamund: Government

Epigraphist for India, 1963, p.107-108. B2 EHEAEE (AD. 1929-2010) » (A1
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48) -

227 Cunningham, Alexander (A.D. 1814-1893), Report of Tours in the Gangetic

Provinces from Badaon to Bihar in 1875-76 and 1877-78, Calcutta: Office of the
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Bk BEERIANEREE (KAL) f=kFEE - K8 TIRE
B | ( Malasarvastivada-vinaya ) J { KEEW ) ( Divyavadana )
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E/R) T /= | ; * Debala Mitra ( A.D. 1925-2003 ) i i EE %7 21
( Sarnath ) Ay FEN "R AF = , ( miula-gandhakuti ) ; °
John S. Strong#8ZE & 2 fHEARV A SESCBkECE, - ' D. C. Sircar (A.D.
1907-1984) 305 " BF=E | B PESENES B ER
hBUREPHHERE S IR - U JTF Gregory Schopenfi filHi% -
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O Bk TIRAEE A BEERE > FRHBNEE TEE B2 B
By FEIHSEN CREL) - BEMESE (ERK) - (BREEK) (R
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7 %% Norman, H. C., “Gandhakuti--the Buddha’s private abode”, Journal of the

Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. 4, 1908, pp. 1-5.

£:%FVogel, J. Ph., “The sculptures and paintings. Iconographical description”, In

Marshall, J. et al., The Bagh Caves in the Gwalior State, London: The India Society,

1927, p. 28.

Z:%&Mitra, D., Buddhist Monuments, Calcutta: Sahitya Samsad, 1971, pp. 15, 67.

10 227 Strong, John S., “‘Gandhakut?’: the perfumed chamber of the Buddha”, History

of Religions, Vol. 16, no. 4, 1977, pp. 390-406.

##5 | 5 Schopen, Gregory, Bones, Stones, and Buddhist Monks, Honolulu: University

of Hawai‘i Press, 1997, p. 268.
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in Indian Literature, Delhi: Manager of Publications, 1935, p. 24; Owen, Nadine,
“Constructing another perspective for Ajanta‘s fifth-century excavations”, Journal
of the International Association of Buddhist Studies, Vol. 24, no. 1, 2001, pp. 27-59;
Behrendt, Kurt A., The Buddhist Architecture of Gandhara, Leiden: Brill, 2004, pp.
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Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2013, pp. 94-97; Colas, Gérard, “Contested
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and Objects in India, China, and Japan, ed. Barbara Schuler, Leiden: Brill, 2017,
pp. 158-161.
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1% » £%&Clarke, Shayne, “Vinayas”, Brill’s Encyclopedia of Buddhism, Vol. 1, ed.
Jonathan A. Silk, Leiden: Brill, 2015, pp. 73-80.
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RSB AV EREFSE - 275 Schopeni 37 ¢ “Doing business for the Lord:
lending on interest and written loan contracts in the Milasarvastivada-Vinaya”
(1994); “The lay ownership of monasteries and the role of the monk in
Mulasatvastivadin monasticism.”(1996), Buddhist Monks and Business Matters,
Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2004, pp. 76-78, 246 n.2; “The Buddhist
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Schopen, G., “Monastic law meets the real world: a monk’s continuing right to
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the Ajanta Caves”, Ph.D. thesis, The University of Michigan, 1995, p. 122.
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134 % #1Indraji, Pandit Bhagwanlal, “An inscription at Gaya dated in the year 1813 of

Buddha’s nirvana, with two others of the same period”, Indian Antiquary, Vol. 10,

1881, p. 343, 344; Cunningham, A. 1892, p. 79.

135 227 Cunningham, A., The Ancient Geography of India, London: Triibner & Co.,

1871, p. 460.

2:ZFBanerji-Sastri, A., “Ninety-three inscriptions on the Kurkihar bronzes”, The

Journal of the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, Vol. 26, 1940, p. 244 ; 5 AKEL

$£1996 » EH184 (Kurkihar 31,32) -

137 & Parabrahma Sastry, P. V. (A.D. 1920-2016), “Hyderabad Prakrit inscription of
Govindaraja vihara”, Journal of the Epigraphical Society of India, Vol. XI, 1984,
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