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An Analysis of “nirabhilapya-svabhavata”
of the Tattvartha Chapter and its Criticism of

Sarvasti-vadin’s View of Language

Tung-ming Chao

National United University  Center for General Education

Lecturer

Abstract :

This article will address two issues : 1. From the perspective of Yugielun
jis records, analyze the philosophy of language of the concept
“nirabhilapya-svabhavata (the inexpressible essential nature)” in the Tattvartha
Chapter of Bodhisattvabhumi of Yogacarabhumi-sastra. 2. Expound the
Tattvartha Chapter’s criticism of Sarvasti-vadin’s view of language from the three
mistakes stated in Yugielun ji’s records.

My views on the above two issues are: (1) The “nirabhilapya-svabhavata”
is simply the “vastu-matra(the given thing itself, ultimate referent)”, which
belongs to the domain of knowledge of the supreme essential nature of all
dharmas [just like the “paramartha-satya(ultimate truth)”]; and it complements
the concept of “prajfiapti-vada-svabhava(the essential nature conceptualized by
verbal designation)” [just like the “samvrti-satya(conventional truth)”]. (2) In
Yugielun ji the “vastu-matra” of “nirabhilapya-svabhavata” means pure

“ paratantra-svabhava(the ‘dependent on others to arise’ self-nature)” and
“parinispanna-svabhava(the ‘perfect accomplished real’ self-nature)”. The
“parikalpita-svabhava(the  ‘everywhere schematizing what 1is grasped’
self-nature)” and foul “paratantra-svabhava” belong to the domain of



“prajiapti-vada-svabhava”, which is the domain of verbal designations. (3) The
establishment of the “vastu-matra” of “nirabhilapya-svabhavata® in the
Tattvartha Chapter is to clarify the concept “Simyata(emptiness)” and to establish
the “su-grhita sinyata(emptiness correctly apprehended)”’[or the “Middle Path”]
that distances itself from the errors “samaropa-abhinivesa(affirming error)” and
“apavada-abhinivesa(denigrating error)”. 4) The error
“samaropa-abhinivesa(affirming error/the attachment of affirming too much)”
refers to Sarvasti-vadin’s mistaken view of language. They don’t realize that
only the “vastu-matra” of “nirabhilapya-svabhavata” is authentic reality. Instead,
they mistakenly view the “referent(dharmas [such as “form,” etc.] conceptualized
by our mind)” to have its own “svabhava(self-nature)” or “substance”. In fact,
both the “name(names [such as “form,” etc.] of the dharmas) ” and the “referent”
belong to the domain of verbal designations of “prajfapti-vada-svabhava”. (5)
According to Yugielun ji’s records, Sarvasti-vadin’s view of language has three
mistakes : ‘(D If we assign many different referring names for a thing, then the
same one thing will have many different substances. 2 Things do not have
substances before we assign referring names. (3 We have cognition of things
before we assign referring names to them.” (6) It must be noted that, according
to Yugielun ji’s records, the Tattvartha Chapter establishes the philosophy of
language that ‘all dharmas are  “prajfapti-matram(only a designation)” * [the
domain of verbal designations of “prajfiapti-vada-svabhava] and that ‘verbal
designations refer to the authentic reality(“vastu-matra”) [the domain of the
reality “nirabhilapya-svabhavata” , and free from verbal conceptual construction].
And the “vastu-matra” of “nirabhilapya-svabhavata” is what really exists and is
used to explain the concept “Simyata(emptiness)”. This concept “vastu-matra(the
given thing itself)” is different from the Yogacara Buddhism’s famous concept
“vijaapti-matra(consciousness only)”, and this explanation clarifies the
Madhyamika Buddhism’s concept “Sunyata®, the so-called “su-grhita
Simyata(emptiness correctly apprehended)”.

Key words:
prajiapti-vada-svabhava (the essential nature conceptualized by verbal
designation),
nirabhilapya-svabhavata (the inexpressible essential nature),
name (names [such as “form,” etc.] of the dharmas),
referent (dharmas [such as “form,” etc.] conceptualized by our mind),
ultimate referent (vastu-matra, the given thing itself),
samaropa-abhinivesa (affirming error/the attachment of affirming too much),
su-grhita Sunyata (emptiness correctly apprehended),
philosphy of language
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Willis 4t 5&(*: ‘Now by what philosophical reasoning is the inexpressible character
(nirabhilapya-svabhavata) of all dharmas to be understood? As follows: Whatever is a designation
for the individual characteristics of the dharmas, for example, “form” or “feeling” or the other
personality aggregrates, or, as before explained, even up to “Nirvana,” that should be understood
to be only a designation (prajfiapti-matram). It is neither the essential nature (svabhava) of that
dharma, nor is it wholly other than that. ...... Moreover, one should understand that only the
sphere of cognitive activity which is completely freed of discursive thought is the domain of
knowledge of the supreme essential nature (paramarthikah svabhavah) of all dharmas.’
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