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Literary Review and Prospect of the
Buddhist Philosophical Articles Published
during 1996-2005:

Mainly Based on the Journal of the
| nternational Association of Buddhist
Studies and Philosophy East and West

Y ao-ming Tsal

Associate Professor,
Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University

Abstract:

This paper examines and analyzes articles in Buddhist philosophy
published in the Journal of the International Association of Buddhist
Studies and Philosophy East and West during 1996-2005. These articles
can roughly be classified into three major topics: “Buddhist critique of
substantialism and construction of non-substantialistic doctrine,”
“Buddhist philosophy of mind,” and “Buddhist ethics and social
philosophy.” Furthermore, I select three topics essential, ongoing, and
prospective in the study of Buddhist philosophy, which are
“strengthening the academic groundwork of Buddhist Philosophy,”
“carrying on popular research topics from the past ten years,” and
“philosophical inquiry into Buddhist speculation on life and life praxis.”

At the beginning of this paper, | delineate the current academic
status of Buddhist philosophy, and point out how often it has been studied.
In order to expand the targeted materials, books published in English are
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also used to reveal the tendency of research, as well as to explore the
involved aspects and items.

After examining the two selected journals, | group related articles
into two major types: ‘“construction of Buddhist philosophy” and
“Buddhist philosophy under comparative discourse”. From within these
two types, | examine the ranks of academic expertise, and reflect on the
idea of presenting popular issues and prospective issues. By examining
these two journals, we can, one the one hand, observe what the popular
issues are about, and on the other hand, speculate on what could be
significant issues in the near future. Thisis about not just where Buddhist
philosophy is coming from or going to, but also, for us to gain more
understanding of where we are right now.

Key words:
Buddhist philosophy, substantialistic doctrine of self, substantialistic
doctrine of words, dependent-arising, emptiness, nondual middle path,
redlity, philosophy of mind, ethics of life, life praxis, environmenta ethics.
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