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The Narratology of Space on
“Flying Paranormal Power” Story in
Chinese Translation of Buddhist
Scriptures

Miin Ding

Associate Professor

Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University

Abstract

The “flying paranormal power” story found in Mahayana and
Theravada scriptures are the best evidence for spiritual bases theory.
The description of these powers varies from the ability to fly, to
appear and disappear mysteriously and to disappear from the presence
and to reappear in miles away. It depicts how spiritual power masters
one’s physical performance in all spaces. Such vivid depiction took a
very important part in religious preaching. This study is based on the

“Space” theory by a Dutch scholar, Mieke Bal in Narratology:
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Introduction to the Theory of Narrative. The power to appear and
disappear mysteriously and to disappear from the presence and to
reappear in miles away is a fix setting that often described in the
Buddhist scripture as “space structure.” Furthermore, the setting could
be categorized into three, “Buddha Offering”, “Cross-region” and
“Transcending to the Buddha Land” are specified as narration of
“theme space.” It analyzed the Buddhist scriptures that have flying
paranormal power story settings and specially focus on the narration

of “theme space.”

Key Words:

flying paranormal powers, setting, space structure, theme space, to

appear and disappear mysteriously
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