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The Writing and Feature of the “Dream of
Spiritual Resonance” in the Biographies of
Monks through the Ages

Liang, Li-ling
Abstract

The compilers of the biographies of monks not only wrote about
the crucial life experiences of these eminent monks, but also revealed
wonderful affinities that brought them to Buddhist spiritual paths by
writing about their experiences and legends on the spiritual resonance
as well as the dream verification from their sincerity. In particular,
when the practitioners encountered the obstacles and difficulties they
were said to be able to meet Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, divine figures,
as well as spiritual monks in their dreams from their sincerity. In the
dreams, these miraculous figures would tell the practitioners some
methods or resolutions for helping them. This brings a sort of efficacy
for these eminent monks for being divine. The miraculous dreams
in four collections of biographies of eminent monks often appeared
in the turning points of these monks. A great number of monks were
enlightened by these dreams and their lived were changed, which
means that they realized the keys for cultivation and enlightenment.
Their faith and vow power for saving sentient beings were enhanced.

Sometimes the dreams became the verifications for their sincerity of

* Professor, Applied Chinese Department, Ming Chuan University
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practice.

From a perspective of faith, these eminent monks were said
to establish themselves as role models through their religious
practice, which will invoke the religious sincerity of the readers
who would repeat the experience of these eminent monks, as well
as offer the cultivating path for followers of later generations.
Literarily speaking, it is worth considering how the compilers of
these biographies attempted to utilize the miraculous dreams for
portraying the images of the monks as legendary figures by their
cultivation achievements. This paper will examine four collections
of biographies of eminent monks, for analyzing the origins of the
dreams of monks, and the inspirations and attitudes of the monks
toward these dreams. In addition, it will also examine how the
compilers wrote about the interaction between the dream realm and
the reality for portraying the role model image of eminent monks. It
suggests that these dreams appearing in the biographies have their

particular religious implications and literary features.

Keywords: “The Biographies of Eminent Monks” ~ “The Biographies
of Eminent Monks of Tang Dynasty” » “The Biographies
of Eminent Monks of Song Dynasty”  “The Biographies
of Eminent Monks of Ming Dynasty” » Dream of
Gantong



