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The evolutional causes of the images of Contemplative
Bodhisattvas in the Great Division Period of China

Wan Chient! and Lin Wen Wang?
!Graduate School of Visual Arts Management,Yuan Ze University
2Department of Mechanical Engineering, Yuan Ze University
Chungli, TAIWAN

TheContemplative Bodhi sattvasischaracterized by resting theright e bow vertically ontheright
knee, with two extended fingersof the right hand touching theright cheek, theleft hand putting onthe
right ankle, and theright leg crossesover the pendent | ft 1eg. Such animage, known as* thepose of the
thinker,” belongsto the Ghandhara style of the Kusana period (18-3“ century). Thisimage, mainly
denoting Siddharthaor Maitreya, prevailedintheGresat Division Period of China(5"—6" century) andhad
becomeoneof thesignificant Buddhistimageriesin China. Stylistically, thisimagehasundergonecon-
stant changesin China, beginning with aformative phasemainly relying onthestylisticinfluencefrom
India. Not until themiddleand late phasesof theNorthern We aretheimagessinicized. Detallsof heads
and armsarerounder than thosefrom the early phase of Northern Wei Dynasty, whiletheloose-fitting
robeassumesalifeof itsown—thecascade-likepattern of drapery fol dsformsarhythmicpattern of great
elegance. Inthe Eastern and Western Wei Dynasties, theimagesdevel opsanew styleinwhich every
agpect of thefiguresiscarefully treated astoreved thebeauty of thetorso andtheluster of theskin, while
thedrapery foldsbecomes mplifiedandlighter. TheimagesfromtheNorthern Qi Dynasty and Northern
Zhou Dynasty arecharacterized by an unprecedented perfection—thefacia expressionsbeing subtler,
thetorso moreméllifluousand their drapery linesmore succinct and abstract.

From theview point of Buddhism, Buddhist artsissimply one vehicle of numerous convenient
methodsfor promoting Buddhism, aiming at making peopleaware of thebirth and death of cosmiclife.
However, all artists, including the creators of Buddhist arts, were inspired by their social lifeand
circumstance. So, noneof their artworkswerenot createdwith materid ssdl ected fromtheworldly lifeand
fromthesurrounding redity. It isimpossibleto shunthesecular lifeinthecreation of Buddhist arts. As
one of the Buddhi st images, the Contempl ative Bodhi sattvas a so reflected the socid life of that time
through variousstylesinforms, fromthoseat Yun-gang Caveonthemode of theempiresin Northern
Wei Dynasty, to thosein mannersof the Southern-Dynasty officia sand scholars, asto thoseimitating
ordinary peoplein Eastern Wei Dynasty. All of those demonstrate that the evol ution of theimages of
Contemplative Bodhi sattvain Chinahad been under deep influence of worldly conceptswithaview to
cater for theneed of people. Based on twel ve dependent originationsin Dharma, thispaper attemptsto
explorehow Contempl ative Bodhi sattvaimagesprevailed and devel opedin ancient Chinaby presenting
threegroupsasartisans, empiresand ranking official saswell ascivilians, and discussing theinteraction
of mind and physical life of which so asto comprehend the cause of theevolution of thisimage.

Keywords: Contemplative Bodhisattvas, Ghandhar a, sinicize, twelve dependent origi-
nations

31



