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How Buddhism Views Global I ssues ?

Ven. Master Hsing Yun

English Translation by Ven. Miao Guang

Date: 20" October, 2005
Venue: Taipei Grand Hotel 10" Floor Auditorium

Purpose: Paper for DharmaDrum Mountain World Religious L eaders Colloquium

Dear Venerables, Distinguished Guests, L adies and Gentlemen,

It is my great honor to be here for both the inauguration of Dharma Drum Mountain
World Center for Buddhist Education, and the World Buddhist L eaders Colloquium to ex-
press my views on global issues.

Speaking of global issues, what our world faces today include the threats of war, eco-
nomic crisis, racial conflict, ecological destruction, aging of population, high unemploy-
ment rate, and domestic violence. On top of these, the frequent occurrence of disasters
around the world has devastated countless lives. For example, last year’'s earthquake and
tsunami in Sumatra, Indonesia. Estimated at over 7; it struck India, Malaysia, Sri Lanka
and other Southeast Asian countriesvery hard. ThisAugust, Hurricane Katrinaturned New
Orleans into purgatory over night. The terrorist bombing in London had caused fear in
people shearts. The SARS outbreak in May, 2003 also caused severe disruptionin people’s
everyday life.

Thetruthis, it cannot be denied that the shared-karma of the whole human raceis the
main cause for both natural disaster and man-made calamity. We must also admit that it is
the greed, anger and ignorance in human beings that gave birth to natural disasters far
beyond men'’ s ability to counteract. Human beings have indulged themselvesin excessive
exploitation of the earth’ sresources, thereby causing nature to pounce back on us. Thatis
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why | have once said, “Man isthe mgor factor in causing the world’ s many problems. The
only way to break through these problemsis for man to become self-aware.”

Today, | have summed up my views on global issues into the following four points for
your reference:

1. World Peace Derives From the Concept of Equality

The bright side of human nature is expressed through our love for peace, and every
human being has the right to demand for a stable and happy life free from the shadows of
war. However, peace cannot be achieved through individual endeavors, nor through ban-
ning force or nuclear weapons. The prerequisite for peaceisin fact equality.

Equality and peace are two sides of the same coin. Today’ sworldisstill chaotic simply
because inequality exists. The reason for the weak being prey to the strong in politics,
uneven distribution of wealth, religiousand racial conflicts, gender and geographical preju-
dice is the absence of a consensus on coexistence which exists along side of equality.
When we hear protests against inequality, we must realize that true peace can only be
achieved through equality.

Despite the fact that the whole world is now pursuing freedom, democracy and equality,
true equality does not comein name only, nor by treating every individual the same way.
True equality comes from putting oneself in another’s shoes, for example, when seeing
others suffer, we need to consider their needs and problems, and think from their point of
view. Only by doing so will equality be achieved between oneself and others.

Equality is a fundamental concept of Buddhism. When the Buddha established the
Sangha community, he introduced the Six Points of Reverent Harmony to make a perfect
demonstration of democracy and equality achieved through a set of common ideas, laws,
language, conducts and thoughts. Another example of equality is demonstrated by the
Samyuktagama, whereiit tells us not to underestimate the power of the Four Small Things.
The Buddhist theory on equality between the relative and absol ute, between noumenon and
phenomenon, between self and others, between foes and family, and between the Buddha
and the ordinary are the ultimate concepts of equality. Only equality can enable every
living being to be respected, and only peace can deliver a sense of glory to everybody’s
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heart. In order to achieve world peace, the people are required to first develop amind of
equality. Not only should nationstreat each other equally, races should also do the same.
The greater must respect those smaller than them, the strong must respect the weak, and
the superior must respect their inferiors. Only with the concept of equality and respect for
all can a peaceful world be found.

2.Environmental and Ecological Preservation Derives From
Respect for Right of Life

Environmental and ecological preservation is another major issue that requires the
world’'simmediate attention. A lot of animals have cometo the brink of extinction be-
cause human beings kill to satisfy their desires. Negligence for soil conservation,
deforestation, excessive mining of sandstone, excessive extraction of groundwater, burn-
ing of toxic waste, improper disposal of industrial wastes have caused erosion, landslides,
pollution of the air, water and environment, as well as abnormal natural phenomena such
as global warming and sandstorms, each imposing serious threats on the survival of hu-
man beings.

According to scientific research, if the human race keeps at its current resource con-
sumption and population growth rate, in fifty year’s time, two earths' resources will be
required to satisfy their needs. Serious resource crisis and ecological destruction have
finally awakened man’s awarenessin environmental protection.

The purpose of environmental protection isto care for the earth, because without it,
human beings will have no place to survive. The 1992 Earth Summit held by the United
Nationsin Rio de Janeiro, Brazil was considered a conference for salvaging the earth.
Various conventions were signed at the conference to protect the plants, animals and
natural resources on earth.

For thisreason, environmental protection should start from respecting life. Not only do
human beings and animals have life, plants such astrees, flowers, grass, and even moun-
tains and rivers also have alife of their own. Even time itself islife, for lifeisthe
accumulation of a series of timeframes. Therefore, wasting time becomes no different
from killing life. The same goes to wasting material goods, because they are resources
provided by society, and also products of collective effort. Therefore the broader mean-
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ing of wasting time or material goods can all be explained askilling.

Buddhismisareligionthat isfully aware of the need for environmental protection. Not
only does it urge people to protect human lives, it also encourages protection for nature,
because every being on earth possesses the Buddha nature. For this reason, Buddhism
advocates no killing out of respect and compassion for other beings, because all living
beings are entitled to the right of life.

Not killing is a sign of compassion and respect for life. The respect and care for life
demonstrated by Buddhism can be proven by the following sayings, “My flesh and sentient
beings’ flesh, although different in name and form, are the same nature in nature. Animals
suffer pain and agony while we enjoy their sweet and tender flesh. Thereis no need for
Yama to judge; we ourselves can imagine what the consequences shall be.” “Who says
thelives of thisflock of birdsareinsignificant? They are also flesh and blood. Please do
not aim your shots at the birds resting atop those branches, because their sucklings are
awaiting their mother’ sreturnto their nest.” The Six Paramitas Sutra also tellsthe story of
the Buddha as a deer in one of his previous lives where he volunteered his own life to
prolong thelife of apregnant deer. Such great act of sacrifice touched theking's heart and
turned him from a glutton for venison into a protector of animals. King Asoka, a pious
believer of Buddhism also created forests so that animals were well sheltered. He even
set up animal hospitals and ordered hisimperial chefs not to kill animals. All of the above
areideal examples of how Buddhism protects ife.

By replacing killing with protection for life, and then progress to advocating theright for
lifeinall animals, it will be anideal demonstration of environmental protection. Only by
raising people’ s awarenessin the right for life and environmental protection will we re-
cover ahealthy earth and bright future.

3. The Elimination of Racial Barriers Derives From Compassion

Racial conflict has been around for as long as the human race has existed. Not only has
it become a frequent cause of war between countries, it has also caused disunity and even
civil wars within a nation, because people divide themselves up according to their racial
backgrounds. Therefore, it can be said that the thorniest problem on earthis not difference
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between the rich and the poor or the wise and the ordinary but racial issues.

Racial conflict is sometimes caused by geographical factors, and sometimes difference
of language, culture or even skin color. Dissimilarity can exist even within asingle culture
or race, let alone between different races or groups. Consequently, various kinds of
frictionsoccur.

Theelimination of racial barriers can be achieved by advocating the spirit of compassion.
The Nirvana Sutra provides a solution to racial conflict by telling us to extinguish greed
with loving kindness, and anger with compassion. Buddhism advocates compassion by
encouraging usto not only offer unconditional loving kindness to deliver sentient beings,
but also show impartial compassion to relieve them from suffering and misfortune. It also
tells us to not only prevent from doing unwholesome deeds but also be active in doing
good; not to just speak momentarily of compassion but also put it into practice consistently.
We should practice compassion without expecting anything in return, or even do so without
clinging to form or reward. Loving kindness brings happiness, while compassion offers
liberation from suffering. When a compassionate mind sees others suffer, his compassion
will help relieve them from suffering. Upon seeing others unhappy, hisloving kindness
will help bring happiness and stability to them. If every one of usisableto treat each other
with acompassionate mind, then all living beings on earth shall be blessed with happiness
and good fortune.

Holland’s Dr. John Francios once said that cause of war in this world comes from
human’s greed for power and authority. Having compassion and tolerance as one of its
fundamental concepts, Buddhism differs from other religionsin itslack of keenness for
racial identity. Asaresult, no war or racial conflict has ever occurred in the course of its
history. “Forget old grudges and do not hate evil ones.” “The salinity of all waters that
flow into the ocean will become balanced, and all monastics in the world share the Sakya
surname.” All of the above ideas represent the Buddhist concept of peace and equality as
well as transcendence of racial prejudice.

For along time, Buddhism has steered clear of discrimination of race, religion and
countries, thereby allowing its followers to now actively purify human minds, helping
people, and gather the strength of different people to contribute to world peace and social
wellbeing. At the same time, these people are able to broaden their horizon, embrace
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those who are different from them, work with collective effort and concerted efforts, set
their minds on the Dharma realm and regard themselves as citizens of the globe. Just as
long as every human being and race abides by the spirit of compassion, respect and help
each other, as compassionate global citizens, we will be able to transcend national bound-
aries and racial discrimination.

4.A Consensus on Coexistence Derives from the Propagation of
Dependant Origination

No dharma arises on its own, only when circumstances are present will it do so. Only
when appropriate causes and conditions come together will aphenomenon arise, but once
such conditions scatter and disappear, it will no longer exist. Therefore Buddhismtellsus
all dharmas arise according to causes and conditions; and all dharmas extinguish also
according to causes and conditions to explain the meaning of dependant origination.

We are all different parts of the same life entity in thisworld, because everything in this
universe comes from the integration of different conditions. A phenomenon exists when
conditions are present, and disappears when these conditions scatter. The existence of a
nation, asociety or human beingsis also based on thisidea. No country or individual can
exist without coexisting with one another, nor can anyone be exempted from the law of
dependant origination.

Condition is the most wonderful thing in the world, because anything can arise when a
set of conditions gather together. The addition of virtuous conditions can allow unfavor-
able factors to turn good. Buddhism calls this an accumulation and harmonization of
causes and conditions, and also the reason why people help each other in life. When
people search for the existence of fate, they need to realize that fate itself isin fact a
product of causes and conditions. The causes you create and the connections you make
will determinethekind of effect that results. The nature of this effect will then determine
the outcome of your fate. For thisreason, it isimportant that we develop broad and good
affinities with other people. For the good causes and conditions we are given, we can also
offer the same to others as away to repay the kindness bestowed onto us. By providing
good conditionsfor one another, we create the right condition for oneness and coexistence.

Generally speaking, the law of dependant origination tells usthat all phenomenain the
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universe depend on each other to exist. Sentient beings are also a part of this web of
coexistence. For this reason, we must not be overcome by petty differences or simply
allow only the fittest to survive while the weak become prey for the strong. Instead, we
must support each other, stand on the same side instead of dividing ourselves up and
rejecting each other. May all living beings on earth coexist in harmony, and may they
show the spirit of kindness, compassion, joy and generosity for one another. By doing so,
a peaceful and happy Humanistic Pureland will be created. Thisis the goal which we
should all strive to achieve as one.

In conclusion, my views on global issues have been delivered in the following four
points:

1.World Peace Detrives From the Concept of Equality

2.Environmental and Ecological Preservation Derives From Respect for Right of
Life

3.The Elimination of Racial Bartiers Derives From Compassion

4. A Consensus on Coexistence Derives from the Propagation of Dependant
Origination
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