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On Mou Tsung-san’s | nter pretation of

Zen Buddhism

——A Philosophical Clarification and Application

Chan, Wing-Cheuk
Abstract

In Fo-hsin yu po-je Mou Tsung-san introduced an innovative
distinction between Shen Hui’s Zen Buddhism of the Tathagata and Hui
Neng’s Zen Buddhism of the Master. This paper aims to clarify Mou
Tsung-san’s interpretation from a philosophical perspective. First, it will
delineate Shen Hui’s position from the Northern School. Second, it will
justify Mou Tsung-san’s thesis that Hui Neng’s Zen thinking was the
result of a radicalization of T’ien T’ai Buddhism. Finally, in terms of Mou
Tsung-san’s interpretation, it will try to defend Zen Buddhism against

Critical Buddhism.



