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Seng Chao on Being and Name

Aiming at “The Namelessness of Nirvana”

Sun, Chang-Hsiang
Abstract

This paper aims to explore how to argue about the reality of nirvana
and what can be said with nominalists in “the Namelessness of Nirvana”
by Seng Chao from the point of the madhyamaka, the emptiness of praja
and the namelessness of nirvana. This paper is divided into three parts:
1.Preface: to review the position of “the Namelessness of Nirvana” in
“Chao Lun”. 2. Content: to debate the existence of nirvana and the
nirvana which can be said in “the Namelessness of Nirvana” : (1) to
discuss the namelessness of nirvana based on prajna as not knowing, (2)
to explain “nirvana as a way toward to final extinction” which is
enlightened by Seng Chao. (3) to criticize nine questions about the name
of nirvana in order. 3. Conclusion: to wrap up the aforementioned

discussion and to re-evaluate its great significance.

Key word: the namelessness of Nirvana, prajna as not knowing, being and

non-being, verbal characterization.





