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The Relationship Guan Di and the Buddhist Deity Sangharama—To
Attribute the Character of Guan Di to Taoism, Not the Buddhism
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Abstract

Usually speaking, people advocate the character of Guan Di (8 7) refers to
three religions, such as: Fu Mo Da Di in Taoism, Wen Hen D1 Jiung in Confucianism
and Sangharama in Buddhism. Among these aspects , Guan Di is not related to
Buddhism originally. Their relationship started from the time of Emperor Tang De
Tsong(FE{E5%). The record of Repairing of Guan Di Temple written by Dong Tin(Z&
fit),refered about Guan Di helped Zhi Yi(8R)to construct Yui Chung Temple( TR
<¥) with his divine power. Guan Di who was the leading role, Zhi Yi was only a minor
role. But in Song Dynasty, the Buddhist clergy began to emphasize the merit of
meditation from the monk, the leading role changed into Zhi Y1, and Guan Di became
an adorer and converted to be a Buddhist. Therefore Guan Di was described as a deity
of protector for Buddhist temple. As a matter of fact ,this skill explanation was made
in order to exaggerate the power of Buddhist monk to lure more disciple of Zhi Yi had
written about the re-construction of Yui Chan Temple( T 42 55) never spoke about the
Guan D1 helped the temple rebuilt in seven days, only related that the place was
deserted and full of wild animals.

According to the procedure of Guan Di to become a deity from man, and the title
baptized by the emperors of many different dynasties. The theory was based on “Li
Chi * method of worship”( { f&zC. * %) ).Because Guan Di had a great favor to country
and people, so as to be worshiped as a god. Paralled his titles, in the times of three
kingdoms (=[F]HF(Y)), he was baptized as Zhong Huei Gong(‘E.EE/Y),later rebaptized
as San Tieh Fwu Mo Da Di Shen Wei Wan Zhen Tien dzuen Guan Sang Di Jiung (=
FURBE A (e E KB, His class was ascended from Hou({&), Gong(4Y),
Wang(+),Di(7), Tien Dzung(SKZ%). Because of his glorious miracle, benefited
country and people profound , So his title was generated continually. Guan Di became
a deity through his merit ,to cultivate his merit and virtue through a deity, he was
given many titles repeatedly through his merit and virtue. The procedure was
attributed to the way of Taoism. The way a man became a deity and saint ,and the
titles as god, this is a procedure of Taoism.

It 1s different from Buddhism, such as: Arhat pratyaka-Buddha,Buddha. The

deity character of Guan Di attributed to Taoism, not Buddhism is apparently.

Keywords: Guan Di ,Taoism Buddhism ,Zhi Yi
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