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On the Notions of Receptivity (ksanti)
and Tolerance in Buddhist Ethics:
The Case of Blaming Ananda

Wei-Hung Yen

Abstract

This paper takes the case of blaming Ananda as recorded
in a number of Buddhist texts as a basis for analyzing the two
kinds of ethical attitudes represented by the idea of “strictly
adhering to precepts” on the one hand, and “abandoning the
lesser precepts” on the other. Accordingly, I will discuss the
relation between receptivity and tolerance and expound why
the two notions are exemplifications of Buddhist ethics.

Two direct implications of the notion of receptivity are
“patiently enduring oneself” and “tolerance toward others”.
Since trusting in one’s own capacity to practice virtue is a
pre-condition for developing tolerance toward others, it can be
said that “patiently enduring oneself” serves as a foundation for
tolerance. For those who take the position of “strictly adhering
to precepts”, tolerance takes the form of the possibility of
exempting those who violate the precepts. For others who take
the position of “abandoning the lesser precepts”, tolerance is
a matter of respecting differences.
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| further argue that, on the basis of dependent-arising,
the Buddhist sense of tolerance may serve as a foundation to
self-legislation and self-revision as it relates to moral principles.
Although the Buddhist notion of tolerance is in a sense similar
to the liberalist claim that tolerance is a necessary condition for
reason, | argue that the Buddhist notion of tolerance can be
equated with neither moral relativism nor the liberalist concept
of tolerance. | conclude that the difference between the
Buddhist and liberalist notions of tolerance lies precisely in the
Buddhist ethical meta-theory of dependent-arising.

Keywords: Buddhist ethics, receptivity, ksanti, tolerance,
Ananda






