The Development of Yogacara and Madhyamika
in Early Research Works of Taiwan

Ji-cheng Tsa

Associate Professor, College of Liberal Education,
Chung Chou University of Science and Technology

Abstract

This essay employs American philosopher Richard J. Bernstein’s
hermeneutics viewpoint and terminologies to probe into the development
history of Yogacara and Madhyamika in Taiwan. The route of the
development is from the transcendentalism of “true image mind-only
doctrine” to the de-subject-centered “false image mind-only doctrine”
(nir-akara-vijiana-vadin), and then to the Madhyamika doctrine of non-

foundationalist.

Concerning the Yogacara studies of Bai-Yi Yang, it is exposed that
as for the “three-nature doctrine”, he is more akin to the older theory of
“one seed and seven manifestations”; as for the “achievement-level
doctrine”, he is more akin to Sthiramati’s “false image mind-only

doctrine (nir-akara-vijiana-vadin)”.

Concerning the Yogacara studies of Yin-Shun Dharma Master, three
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points are exposed: 1. The Yogacara school is determined by Yin-Shun as
belonging to the “individually-adapted siddhanta.” 2. From his Lectures
on Mahdyana-samgraha, it can be seen that concerning the doctrine of
Jing (outer phenomena, 1&) he holds that “false discrimination” is able
to originate eighteen dhatus. 3. From his Lectures on Distinguishing
Dharma and Dharmata (Dharmadharmata-vibharnga), it can be seen that he
holds that the consciousness arising from dependence on other things has
the quality of “non-existence but manifesting as existence.” This is more

akin to the “false image mind-only doctrine (nir-akara-vijiana-vadin)”.

The third Yogacara studies is discussed by Prof. Ah-yueh Yeh. From
the viewpoint of thoughts history, she argues that the “three-nature
doctrine” as contained in Distinguishing the Middle from Extremes
(Madhyanta-vibhaga-tika) should be regarded as the true and essential

version.

Finally, the Madhyamika interpretation of Yin-Shun Dharma Master
is exposed. It is pointed out that Yin-Shun’s basic understanding of
Madhyamika is that Candrakirti’s doctrine of non-foundationalist is the
ultimate truth. However, in order to reach the conclusion of Candrakirti’s
doctrine, Yin-Shun uses the method of objective hermeneutics — using
Sutra to interpret Sitra so as to understand the true meaning of the
authors. His understanding of Madhyamika can be summarized as the
following points. 1. The Doctrine of Middle Way (Mulamadhyamaka-
karika) is an extension of Agama Siitra, with the former probing into the
deep meanings of the latter. 2. As a critique of the foundationalist doctrine
of cause and condition, he points out that the reality of the four

conditions is impossible. 3. Basing on the “avoiding misunderstanding”
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canon of objective hermeneutics, Yin-Shun insists on the righteousness
of “Two-Truth doctrine” and rejects Zhiyi’s “Three-Truth doctrine”
(constructed in accordance with the principle of Romanticist
hermeneutics), it is because Zhiyi failed to grasp the original meaning of

the original author—Nagarjuna.

Keywords: Yogacara, Madhyamika, epistemological three-nature doctrine,
Three-nature Doctrine, Distinguishing Dharma and Dharmata,

The Doctrine of Middle Way
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