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Abstract

This research is one of a series of researches on the female Zen maters
during late Ming Dynasty and Early Ching Dynasty. Among seven female Zen
masters whose quotations were included into Jiahsing Book Collections, Baochi
Xuanzong and Zhukuei Xuanfu were actually enlightened and taught by the
same master. They were disciples who inherited Buddhist doctrines from Master
Jigi Hongchu of San Fong School. Although they came from different places,
they learned and tried to reach understanding of dhyana, mutual debate Buddhist
allegoric words and gestures and wrote together Extolling Ancientry Joint
Resounding Collection in supporting Buddhism. They ever took over Miaozhan
Zen Temple. But their characteristics of Zen style were different.

In order to discuss their Zen style with rich inside contents and the sense
of life, we have to examine their individual biographies and their interactions
and friendship in Buddhist doctrines. This is the purpose of the article. In an
environment of scarce literature about female Zen masters, based on their
quotations, the author tried her best to explore and examine information in
history books like Light Passing-on, local records and literature collections
to try to make up clearer footprints of life. Therefore, most of historical
information the author used were never used by others before. Still, there
were many blank and lacking and unknown situations. The contents of textual
criticism and explanations of biographies not only showed their deeds and
sagas but also demonstrate and prove their core spirits with the contents of
their poetries, allegoric words and quotations that will make their biographies
become not only sagas but also literary graces, friendship and Zen doctrines.
Before discussing their biographies, we examined their Buddhist names to
clarify the mistakes of The Continuation of Buddhist Nuns. After discussing
their biographies, the author generally discussed the situations in which they
together tried to reach the understandings of dhyana, mutual debate Buddhist
allegoric words and gestures and wrote together Extolling Ancientry Joint
Resounding Collection. The article concluded with their praising poems for
the other. In the poems, both of them mutually compared the other with good
examples of female Zen masters: Master Moshan and Master Wuzhu. Obviously,
the self-consciousness of female Zen master existed. They highly valued each
other and jointly resound with different vibrations. They are two different types
of examples of female Zen masters and they have left a good example of joint
resounding by two female masters in their friendship.

Keywords: Baochi, Zhukuei, Female Zen Master, Zen, Female, Buddhist nun, Late
Ming Dynasty and Early Ching Dynasty
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