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Rethinking Culture from the Revitalization of Late Ming
Buddhism and Vitalization of Humanistic Buddhism: A Case
Study on the Four Masters in Late Ming and Venerable Master
Hsing Yun

Fan Qinyong
Ph.D. Candidate, Capital Normal University Graduate Institute of Religious Studies

Abstract

Buddhism was introduced into China two-thousand years ago, during a period
where Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism influenced each other. Thus, Buddhism
played a very important role in shaping the traditional Chinese culture. Venerable
Master Hsing Yun is one of the contemporary practitioners of Humanistic Buddhism
whose cultural thoughts and practice have inherited the basic characteristics of the four
Masters in late Ming dynasty. Humanistic Buddhism has also enriched contemporary
Chinese culture, having unique values as both an individual case-study and as part of

the collective exploration of inheritance in Buddhist and Chinese culture.

Studies on the problems of the Chinese Culture tend to focus on the problems
of the East and West as well as the past and present. When speaking, of the past and
present problems, inevitably it is the problems faced by the cultural heritages of any
era, particularly to those faced by the Chinese culture, which has a strong emphasis on
cultural and historical tradition. From a longitudinal perspective of investigation, this
paper studies how we have inherited traditional culture. From a horizontal perspective,
this paper offers a discussion on the different attitudes towards different cultures, of
the East and West problems. Lastly, this paper compares the cultural significance of
the Dharma propagation during the period of the four Masters in late ming and during
the period of Venerable Master Hsing Yun, with special attention to the issues faced in

order to provide references for the inheritance development of the Chinese culture.

Keywords: late Ming Masters, Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Buddhist culture, Chinese

culture
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