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Rethinking the Characteristics of Contemporary Humanistic
Buddhism Based on Master Taixu's Thinking

Chen Yongge
Researcher, Zhejiang Academy of Social Sciences Institute of Philosophy

Abstract

Master Taixu (1890-1947) is one of the most influential Chinese Buddhist
thinkers in the 20th Century, especially during the early movements of Humanistic
Buddhism. Based on Venerable Yin Shun's overall evaluation in his work, “The Taixu
Chronicles”, it appears that Master Taixu's thoughts in his process of establishing the
theories of Humanistic Buddhism posed clear and profound reflections in the following:
traditional Chinese Buddhist thinking; the future of Chinese Buddhism; the relationship
between the Chinese culture and Chinese Buddhism; and the relationship between the
Chinese society and Chinese Buddhism. Such reflections need to be integrated with his
view of Humanistic Buddhist social thoughts as well as thinking that corresponds to

socialist theories.

This paper, points out the unique reflection Master Taixu's theory on
Humanistic Buddhism, insists on maintaining the position of Buddhism and the position
of China. From that to establish the “Study of Humanistic Buddhism” with characters
of Buddhist religion, Chinese, socialism, culture, and universality. These embody a
sense of relationship in Chinese socialism and Buddhist propagation. Not only are these
the structure for the theories of Humanistic Buddhism, they are also a kind of reflection

on its practicality.

Keywords: Humanistic Buddhism, Master Taixu, new Buddhist Movement,

establishing Chinese Buddhism
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