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A Comparative Study of Humanistic Buddhist Thought of

Venerable Master Hsing Yun and Master Taixu

Li Guangliang
Professor, Yunnan Normal University Academy of Philosophy, Politics and Law

Abstract

Master Taixu and Venerable Master Hsing Yun are the two most prominent
masters in the history of Humanistic Buddhism. Both are considered to be Buddhism's
great thinkers as well as activists with outstanding abilities of actual practice. Through
an outlook of the Chinese revolution and Buddhist revolution, an analysis of the
similarities and differences between these two masters's thinking on Humanistic
Buddhism is given in this paper. During the Republic of China period in Buddhist
history, Master Taixu's thoughts on Humanistic Buddhism seem to share the same
lineage, essence, and spirit as those of Venerable Master Hsing Yun. Furthermore, both
of them also exhibit the spirits of the Chinese revolution and freedom for the Chinese

people.

Keywords: Humanistic Buddhism, Buddhist Reform, Master Taixu, Venerable Master
Hsing Yun
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