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Humanistic Buddhism and Multi-Modernity:
A Discussion Based on the Hsing Yun Model

Han Guoru
Ph.D., Nankai University & Editor, China Social Sciences Press

Abstract

Modernization is by no means a linear progression from tradition to modernity.
Instead, it involves a complex interaction in which modernity makes dialogue and
communicates with tradition and reconstructs each other. There are two main challenges
that confront Chinese society and Buddhism in the process of modernization. First, the
transformation of Chinese society and Buddhism has to adjust to modernization as well
as retaining the enlightenment of reason. Second, modernization has already exposed
its inherent contradictions and dilemmas. In view of this, Buddhism and other Chinese
cultures should exert their spiritual and religious influences to guide, regulate, and even

restrict the impulse of modernization.

The mode of secular Buddhism proposed by Venerable Master Hsing Yun is
regarded as a typical paradigm in the modernization of Buddhism. It better deals with
the tension between the modern transformation of Buddhism and the contradictions

posed by modernity, providing a model for the development of multi-modernity.

Keywords: modernization, multi-modernity, Humanistic Buddhism, dialogue
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