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Acculturation and Effects of Fo Guang Shan International

Dharma Propagation from the Perspective of Venerable Master

Hsing Yun's Vision of Localization, as Exemplified by He Hua
Temple, the Netherlands

Venerable Miao Yi

Abstract

Venerable Master Hsing Yun founded Fo Guang Shan in Kaohsiung, Taiwan in
1967. Over 200 temples have since been established internationally, realizing the ideal
of “Shining the Buddha's light universally across three thousand realms; flowing the
Dharma water eternally through five continents” . Further to international propagation
efforts, Buddhism has been recognized and respected globally. In 2001, Venerable
Master Hsing Yun additionally advocated the goal of “localization” . “Localization”
refers to the flexibility for Buddhism to flourish and foster its own characteristics in
accordance with the distinct cultural, geographical and customary features of each
local country. In Europe, Christianity has remained its largest religion for at least a
millennium and a half. Its philosophy, science and arts have been influenced by the
Christian culture. Bringing a non-Christian religion into the continent has not been
straight-forward. This paper aims to explore how localization of Buddhism can be

implemented via analyzing the case study of Fo Guang Shan He Hua Temple.

Based on the author's empirical evidence and experience in He Hua Temple
from 2008 to 2010, the paper aims at investigating the acculturation and effect of Fo
Guang Shan international Dharma propagation from the perspective of Venerable
Master Hsing Yun's vision of localization. The author provides her analysis and insights

into how He Hua Temple grows its localized features, its effects and challenges in
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developing “Dutch Buddhism” .

The objective of this paper is to share the experience of localizing the
Humanistic Buddhism in the Netherlands. This paper sets out to establish an example
to inspire countries in the rest of Europe. Under the vision of localizing Buddhism,
may we sow the seeds of Humanistic Buddhism in every corner and nurture them to

blossom and bear fruit.

Keywords: Localization, Acculturation, Humanistic Buddhism
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