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A Philosophical Investigation on the Concept of Symbiosis —
Based on Venerable Master Hsing Yun's

Thoughts and Practice about Symbiosis

Sun Guozhu
Doctoral Candidate, School of Chinese Classics, Peking University

Abstract

This paper investigates the commonly used term "symbiosis" in the current
trend. The first part discusses the basic meanings of "symbiosis" and its historical
evolution in the Chinese and Western context. The second part brings forth the main
points based on possible existing philosophical meanings. It can be found that the
theoretical advantage of "symbiosis" exists in the fierce contradiction, and can lead to
another new subject which is called "integrative symbiosis. " The third part examines all
related concepts on symbiosis (common, applicable to all and unity), after comparison
it is found that common, applicable to all and unity certainly also include symbiosis.
Each concept has specific connotations respectively and they should not be mixed and
used freely. The comparison further helps to clarify the boundary of the different uses
of the concept of symbiosis. The fourth part, based on the above analysis, concludes the
theory of symbiosis in three important values: in the aspects of dialogue, practice and
vision. The author has confirmed that it is re-establishing a role model in social values,
such as freedom, equality, democracy, humanity, and so on. In the fifth part, the author
takes Venerable Master Hsing Yun's thoughts on symbiosis and concludes that he not
only explores the concept of symbiosis systematically, but also has sustained a long
practice. All these show that Venerable Master Hsing Yun has made great contributions

to the development of the concept "symbiosis."

Keywords: Comparative philosophy, symbiosis, integrative symbiosis,

Venerable Master Hsing Yun
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