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Criticism, Harmony and Integration:
On Humanistic Buddhism's

"Human Nature" and "Modernity"

Guo Chao-shun
Professor, Department of Philosophy, Huafan University

Abstract

In this paper, a discussion on the tradition of "Humanistic Characteristic" in
Buddhist History will be given through the analytical thinking of criticism, harmony
and integration. This "Humanistic Characteristic" allows us, through humanity’s
thinking, to offer a stance to Buddhist theory of liberation through reason and
evidence of the saying, "all Buddhas are born in the secular world" in the Buddhist

sutras.

The root of Buddhist thinking in contemporary Humanistic Buddhism can
be traced to the three analytical thinking of "criticism, harmony and integration" in
the Buddhist History. However, Humanistic Buddhism’s progress in modern times
has occurred in the means of reforms, thus the author believes that we can borrow
from the results of the analytical thinking of human nature’s approach of "criticism,
harmony and integration" to enrich the content of modernity, to rethink the purposes

of "modernization."

Once Humanistic Buddhism has fully faced the issues of human nature and
modernity, and to correctly gauge the meaning, understand the limitations as well
as correct the problems, the philosophical theory of Humanistic Buddhism will then
be fully and wholly established. Furthermore, from theory and practice, Humanistic

Buddhism will be the real representative of contemporary Chinese Buddhism.

Keywords: Criticism, harmony, integration, humanistic character, modernization,

Humanistic Buddhism
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