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An Analysis of the Issues of Secularization in

the Development of Humanistic Buddhism

Tang Zhongmao
Deputy Director, Center for Religious Studies and Sociology, East China Normal University

Abstract

Humanistic Buddhism was first introduced by Venerable Master Taixu,
whose development was continued by Venerable Yinshun and Zhao Puchu. It is
now the mainstream thought and pathway to integration with modern day society
in Chinese Buddhism. However, there are a lot of questions and debate over the
secularization of Buddhism. Therefore we must clarify the word secularization, its
meaning and background in order to understand, analyze and clarify the meaning
of secularization in the development of Humanistic Buddhism. Not only will it be
beneficial to the theory building of Humanistic Buddhism, but it will also benefit the

future development of Buddhism in China.
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