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A Study of the Spirit of Fo Guang Shan's

Venerable Master Hsing Yun and Humanistic Buddhism

Chien Yi-kuang
D. Litt., Fo Guang University

Abstract

Humanistic Buddhism is a new movement of Chinese Buddhism which has
successfully developed in mainland China and Taiwan in the 21st century. Various
Buddhist masters have exerted tremendous influence in purifying human minds
and society through the collective efforts of non-violent religious movements.
Amongst them is Venerable Master Hsing Yun, who has established the Fo Guang
Shan monastic order and Buddha's Light International Association for lay members.
Together, these two organizations have worked side-by-side in propagating

Humanistic Buddhism.

This paper attempts to discuss the core spirit of Humanistic Buddhism
through an examination of Fo Guang Shan's achievements. To grasp the fundamental
spirits of such, it must begin with Venerable Master Hsing Yun's interpretation of
Humanistic Buddhism in his works. In particular, the focus is on the significance of
contemporary Humanistic Buddhist practices, as well as the characteristics Dharma
propagation works through literature. In addition, to mention the extreme flexibility of
Venerable Master's approach in teaching Humanistic Buddhism for the ultimate goal

of building a Pure Land on earth.

Keywords: Humanistic Buddhism, Fo Guang Shan, Venerable Master Hsing Yun
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