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The Standard for Understanding Modern Day Methods
and Concept of Interpreting Sutras
on Humanistic Buddhism:
A Preliminary Study of the Commentary on the Diamond

Sutra by Venerable Master Hsing Yun

Cheng Gongrang

Professor, Chinese Cultural Research Institute, Nanjing University

Abstract

The Commentary on the Diamond Sutra is one of the most important sutra
commentaries by Venerable Master Hsing Yun. This commentary is significant
in comprehending Venerable Master’s concept of Humanistic Buddhism, and in
understanding the method and concept of modern day interpretation of sutras on
Humanistic Buddhism. This paper gives a preliminary study on the basic concept
of this commentary by Venerable Master. The research focuses on two aspects:
“the spirit of Humanistic Buddhism denoted in Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s
interpretation of the Diamond Sutra” and “the concept of skillful means and its
applications characterized in Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s interpretation of the
Diamond Sutra.” This commentary by Venerable Master embodies the concept of
interpretation, which provides an important guidance in understanding the method

and concept of interpreting scriptures on Humanistic Buddhism in modern times.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Commentary on the Diamond Sutra,
Humanistic Buddhism, skillful means
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api tu khalu punah subhiite acintyo'tulyo'yarm dharmaparyayah| ayam ca
subhiite dharmaparyayastathagatena bhasito'grayanasarmprasthitanarm
sattvanamarthaya, sresthayanasamprasthitanam sattvanamarthaya| ye imarh
dharmaparyayamudgrahisyanti dharayisyanti vacayisyanti paryavapsyanti,
parebhyasca vistarena sarmprakasayisyanti, jiataste subhiite tathagatena
buddhajfianena, drstaste subhiite tathagatena buddhacaksusa, buddhaste
tathagatena| sarve te subhiite sattva aprameyena punyaskandhenam
samanvagata bhavisyanti| acintyenatulyenamapyenaparimanena
punyaskandhena samanvagata bhavisyanti| sarve te subhtite sattvah
samarh$ena bodhirh dharayisyanti vacayisyanti paryavapsyanti| tatkasya hetoh
? na hi $akyar subhiite ayarh dharmaparyayo hinadhimuktikaih sattvaih
srotum, natmadrstikairna sattvadrstikairna jtvadrstikairna pudgaladrstikaih|
nabodhisattvapratijiiai sattvaih s$akyamayarm dharmaparyayah $roturh va
udgrahiturm va dharayiturh va vacayiturh va paryavaptum va| nedam sthanam

. 24
vidyate||
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24. Vajracchedikq nqma trilatikq praj’ qpqramitq, Buddhist Sanskrit Texts —No.17, p82.
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ekarh hi yanarm dvitiyar na vidyate
trtiyarh hi naivasti kadaci loke|
anyatrupaya purusottamanarn

yadyanananatvupadarsayanti||54|| »
[ 4] +othtd o BH—Rik
BoTREZ o R TRR o

[ 2k ) A — > A9 H =
fTR—M > MEH=Z?2HAPE

ATHEGTAE A Tedk o BALRE o
[#3% ) R& » by AR A —M@F - BAF—EFE

AAE=AR

25. { BT REE ) B43 0
26. (Wi ) (KRB ) % 9 * No.0262, p.0007c °
27 (R ER ) ( KEHK ) % 9 ° No.0263, p.0070a °




£ AL M3 FT IR

BHARAMBRBRARRAR RN ERE— A (LAE®E) W 133

PRI ARAENE Lt FAFT Y E AWM THRREZ SHEMMEL T X -

RRIERERTS [FRIASE » 2 GEREERE) 38 5B ) rhiscfsi%O
MBS — » EEWMATDEE (EREEE) BRI O —  eRE T (&
HEE) MO A - AT B AR P BORAAE 2 AnfRr B R R i A Bk
IR B 2 BUCHIERR + — 51 - BFEBURIAERZ R - Fr DU
am I > SRS F {3 - AFAEER A - AMFEAERR =R 5 1 — /5
FEHERE - RPERBE - BIDURIEIFE ST RS - B AR -
it LABRFELAZE Y3 5 st 1 TR =3 fhik - ERBCGE R T T3k, B
TR ZRIWRREERGR - IRRIEEPEBOR A B — B, ~ (A —PREd iR
ETUATI R ZBCEI S 2, ~ 2R ZIRFRRERIGR - T pa M Fe Bk
A ~ A — PREE B A AR R R PE Bk L B ~ AR TERIRRER
—H > ThRhFEZ RRARR S E I - FibL > GREERE) HUEEBSOE
38 RS ML R AN B AR FE Bk E AN R b BB R 2B i B BRISRE A SC
7o RN R S RS S E R I T SR 2 - AEPRFERATRBA A B G B
EETAE - PRI F e R REER I ST -

BT AFATBE] « RRIFEERRESCT - 51 (RHERE) HUE RIS - B0
SRR (BRIRE) RS ~ /NRZBfIRs ~ BINTHVEGE - — AR ATz
HEE BIRRIETRY (RIS ) &V SR L S AR - — 5 LL ™ o
ZEURIIE L Fe T B O EANE] ) ARSI - KRR TR (&
WIS ) FESCTHAT BRI ZERZ AR ~ /INRIVIRIE SR -

(a2) Fpift 30 - KRlifFREe ke (ERIERE) - Hrpdils ¢

BRFERE » ARG T ZRRE, - F— kRN ey
AP E R 0 4 ERAFHOAZ ; F 2 nE » ZIBREARML




ik AL ) M 3 TT TR

134 EERMHAMGBEERTERAL (L)

B bhbh Tk o RAEAE R BORIEAT Y ; B LR 0 M E LK
B4 R T — ekt B HRA TG - =AY
RikHm K AR e (GEEE) BA o

KRS PR T =R, AR P BRrE  LRs FE l »
IR ~ T~ BIES ARRE (RHERS) ROCIES S R -~ 5
FERAEIED I T =R, DR B S R e P e iR s b
R — B P BE 2« PRBEERk T B A AR - SR
(RIRRLE » P AT 3 ~ St R DR E SRR, - IR -
KENEE Ry« CHEHERS) HUREORSHE - HILERSE = s | B — (g -
{UEIRTES (E3E) T SR ) B - SRS OheE (e
RO A A TR | R BRI o AR L T =
B IEALEER - FIZT L A S A B B RS T e h
TR R AR G SRR AR « SRS - RO BN - BFSE A AR
Vo SR IRE ST, - AES S RO R LR AR T TR
5 5 e R B B AE 2 — » AR S (3R mB1A - &
OB () T SRR PR E S R - (R
B T LB R AR PR R R R B TR B T
15 SRR GBI - [FI0 - RS — BT EBs i (i) = FEts:
(5 (38 > Bt 7 A 2 — B R PT HR EH T 02 B AL ) S8 PR e 2 R
R (BRIAS) AR S s ——— TR | (TR g
AEIT Ry -

28. ZE R (ARHE ) Sk AL 1998 F —HR =R » B314 -

29. R ER (WikiE g &) ( RIEK) %334 No. 1716, p.0771c, p.0807b <
HERE (WikHFELXEY ) ( KIERK) F 34 > No. 1718, p.0048a, p.0061a,
p.0l12c > Fk : (EFXH ) ( KEHK) % 344 » No. 1720, p.0370a, p.0399¢ ; &
o (kA ) (KER) B34 > No. 1721, p.0456b » 5tk : (WikkFax
) ( KIEHK ) % 344 > No. 1723, pp.0787b » 0802b °




ik AL ) M 3 TT TR

BHARAMBHBRRRRCR RN ER— A (LHEHE) WIE 135

(a3) ~ FFHR 51 RERFEILESS =R 1H (EIER) -
o (GE¥EE - FER)

B EEA— K FH SR HA o A | RAT L # M gk
A— K F G A2 #h 4 7 A M hie L1353
oo HIBAN o SRR AR de BE 0 HBLAN o SR AE
ZHn ¥ I o SRS R AN R R 0 B BN

W B B R — RERE & - SR AR LN e A
S WA L Ahde L o B RA KA SRS A
ARG TR BRI RAZI A AhEH
BEER BN FR A F— AW

FEiE M s EERAMERRZ - KRS S R (REERE) X7 - [A3K
fFIHE (a1) hESBZERAVHRES B - Atk E GREERE) R 5
et > TE— A ESOAMEE (EFERE) o » L T DERAE — YRR i -
AT e TR OIS ~ iR 15 (8 FE AR B R L « RS KR
JEE GRIERS) HeahfSSCHIFFES [ - FRMTORENEER S 2« R IRANH
NI BUE R R (RIS ) 2B B A AR S e
I BRI IRAS R el

SRAERRTFTS [ GREES) BTN IREFHRASCII S Mg B
o WIREMGER B v (AR SR PRI E A -

[ #H ]
BhE e b Bl R BACER > HAPE FH—F 0 EX

30. F]3£28 » H 483 ©




136

£ AL M3 FT IR t

EERMAMMBHAERTEAL (L)

Mz dm LRIER A - 2F | mREA—Mh &K AR ARE
R = 5= A — Wt EaRdek o

SAIR AR ART AR BEEL SRR T
ﬁﬁi/ﬁ’éﬁ%‘/i’: ’ %/%%‘é"{%ﬂ{ééi o ;%E/g-/‘ﬁi y jﬁé?ﬁ”ﬁ%&a/f ,

R — iy o
SEBSCFRTEREN AT -

iti hi §ariputra yattathagatasya ekakrtyamekakaraniyam

mahakrtyarh mahakaraniyam, tattathagatah karoti|tatkasya

hetoh tathagatajianadarsanasamadapaka evahar $ariputra,
tathagatajnanadarsanasarmdar§aka evaharm $ariputra,
tathagatajnanadar§anavataraka evaharn $ariputra, tathagatajiianadarSanapra
tibodhaka evahar §ariputra, tathagatajnanadarSanamargavataraka evahar
sariputrajekamevaham $ariputra yanamarabhya sattvanam dharma desayami
yadidamh buddhayanam|na kimcicchariputra dvitlyarh va trttyam va yanar

samvidyate|sarvatraisa sariputra dharmata dasadigloke|

tatkasya hetoh ye'pi tu $ariputra atita'dhvanyabhiivan dasasu
diksvaprameyesvasammkhyeyesu lokadhatusu tathagata arhantah
samyaksambuddha bahujanahitaya bahujanasukhaya lokanukampayai
mabhato janakayasyarthaya hitaya sukhaya devanarh ca manusyanam ca| ye
nanabhinirharanirdesavividhahetukarananidarsanarambananiruktyupayak
ausalyairnanadhimuktanam sattvanarm nanadhatvasayanamasayar viditva

dharmarh desitavantah|te'pi sarve $ariputra buddha bhagavanta ekameva

31 (WikdEe ) ( KEMK) % 9 > No.0262, pp.0007a-0007b °
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yanamarabhya sattvanam dharmar desitavantah, yadidarh buddhayanam
sarvajhataparyavasanam, yadidarm tathagatajianadarsanasamadapaname
va sattvanam tathagatajfianadarsanasarhdarsanameva tathagatajnianadarsan
avataranameva tathagatajianadar§anapratibodhanameva tathagatajfianadar
$anamargavataranameva sattvanam dharmarh desitavantah|yairapi $ariputra
sattvaistesamatitanam tathagatanamarhatam samyaksarmbuddhanamantikat

saddharmah $rutah, te'pi sarve'nuttarayah samyaksarhbodherlz?lbhino'bhﬁvan||32
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prajiiaparamita kulaputra bodhisattvanam mata, upayakausalyam pita,
danaparamita stanyam, §ilaparamita dhatri, ksantiparamita bhiisanalarmkarah,
viryaparamita sammvardhika, dhyanaparamita caryavisuddhih kalyanamitrani
siksacaryah, sarvabodhyangani sahayah, sarvabodhisattva bhratarah
bodhicittarm kulam, pratipattih kuladharmah, bhiimyavasthanarm
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