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Silently Singing out Hundred Years of Faults:
Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Perspective on Humanistic
Monastic Education

Kan Cheng-tsung
Assistant Professor, Fo Guang University, Department of Buddhist Studies

Abstract

Pt ad

Written in the winter of 1950, 8 B AVHIE (Wushengxi de gechang) is the
first book written by Venerable Master Hsing Yun after he arrived Taiwan. In this
book, he points out the faults in Buddhism through his descriptions on Dharma
instruments and other Buddhist objects. Because the Buddhist affairs he revealed
through the “words of objects” were less than one year after his arrival in Taiwan,
most of the situations described are related to what he heard or seen in mainland
China. The text conveys the chronic illnesses of Buddhism through the “words of
objects.” It is not only the desired content for the revolution of Chinese Buddhism

in the modern era, it also serves as an advocacy of Humanistic Buddhism.

This paper explores the revolutionary ideas of Venerable Master Hsing Yun
in his youth through this book, as well as his perspective on monastic education in

Humanistic Buddhism’s blueprint.

Keywords: Singing in Silence, education, Humanistic Buddhism, Jiaoshan
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