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Dharma and Life:
A Discussion on Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Philosophy
of “Dharma that is Relevant to Life”
and “Life that is Relevant to the Dharma”

Li Guangliang

Professor, Yunnan Normal University, School of Economics

Abstract

An important feature of 20th century Humanistic Buddhism is its “relevance
to life.” The teachings of Humanistic Buddhism incorporate a focus on living,
immersion in living, enhancement of living, purification of living, and utilization
of the Buddha’s wisdom to improve society. Prominent throughout Taiwan and
Mainland China, Humanistic Buddhism uses various methods to promote the

Dharma’s “relevance to life.”

Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s ideas and activities have strongly reinforced
this concept. In his lectures, Venerable Master has consistently taught the
relationship between the Dharma and everyday living. He has spoken about
“Humanistic Buddhism and Everyday Life,” “Buddhism’s Lessons for Life” as
well as “Living Dharma.” He deeply explores Buddhism’s wisdom and its practical

application.

This paper discusses Humanistic Buddhism’s “relevance to life” and will
analyze Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s philosophies regarding the Dharma and
Life.

Keywords: Dharma, life, relevance
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