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Merit Times “Newspaper in Education” Program
and the Role of Buddhism in Social Education

Shih Miao Yuan

Researcher, Fo Guang Shan Institute of Humanistic Buddhism

Abstract

Cultivation in traditional Buddhism is achieved through cutting secular ties as
the mundane are considered to be hindrances. However, in Humanistic Buddhism,
the core of practicing the Bodhisattva path, the opposite ideology is found: what are
commonly considered to be hindrances are used as methods of Dharma propagation
and treated as assisting conditions.

Moreover, Humanistic Buddhism advocates this directness as the method in
which to approach daily living and to solve issues that arise in life in order to purify
humanity as well as to change the world. This precisely comprises the unique
characteristics of Humanistic Buddhism: social engagement and the liberation of
all sentient beings. As a result, this model of being involved with the world as a
spiritual practice greatly differs from the model of seeking liberation in traditional
Buddhism. It is the result of a revolutionary change in Chinese Buddhism that
was sparked in the beginning of the 20th century. After being trialed for a hundred
years, its results are finally seen today through Taiwan’s Fo Guang Shan.

Through investigating the Merit Times’ Newspaper in Education program
as well as its development and implementation in the school system, this paper
discusses the Bodhisattva practice of the Fo Guang Shan Buddhist Order through
an analysis of the functionality and the social role of the Merit Times, presently
the only newspaper in Taiwan to be established by a Buddhist organization.
Furthermore, the paper explores how such an undertaking is a skillful means to
bring happiness and how it benefits sentient beings, thereby showing the advantages
of Humanistic Buddhism and the emphasis of practicing within the human world.

Keywords: Humanistic Buddhism, Merit Times, Newspaper in Education,
character education, social engagement
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