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Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Practice of Co-existence
through Cherishing Written and Printed Papers

Sun Guozhu

Ph.D, Peking University, Department of Philosophy and Traditional Chinese Studies

Abstract

This paper discusses Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s practice of cherishing
written and printed papers as the actualization of his philosophy of “Oneness
and Co-existence.” Venerable Master Hsing Yun attributes his intelligence to the
practice of cherishing papers, a practice that is unfamiliar to most today. For this
reason, the first section of this paper discusses the origin and development of the
practice of cherishing written and printed papers as a tradition of Chinese culture.

In the second section, the paper discusses the practicality of Venerable Master
Hsing Yun’s “Oneness and Co-existence” through the perspective of cherishing
papers and the idea of having “a world filled with fragrance of books.” With respect
to cherishing written and printed papers, Venerable Master Hsing Yun summarizes
four main aspects: 1) to cultivate the habit of thriftiness and diligence; 2) to
nurture gratitude for one’s blessings; 3) to establish a common understanding on
environmental conservation; and 4) to collectively build a clean environment. This
section primarily investigates the values of cherishing one’s blessings, as well as
the systematic, in-depth, and meticulous practice of cherishing written and printed
papers at Fo Guang Shan.

The third section discusses the practice of “Oneness and Co-existence”
and cherishing written and printed papers in dialogue with the spirit of cultural
self-awareness as suggested by Fei Xiaotong. It is believed that the practice of
cherishing these papers has three significances in modern society: 1) to provide
society with a lifestyle of cherishing one’s blessing through contentment, sincerity
and honesty; 2) to provide a method of cultivating social morality in terms of
spiritual preservation; and 3) the actualization of an ideal world through reliable
means. Despite today’s information age, this particular practice is still able to
develop and can even transform modernization.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, oneness and co-existence, cherishing
written and printed papers, a world filled with fragrance of books,
cultural awareness
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